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The Nature of Canaanitic Civilization in the tight of Archaeology 
(Primary Conaideration of Bacial1 Religious and Social Aspects) 
Introduction 
Archaeology is at once an art and a science. Because it is 
a science~ a science in its infancy, changes will take plaoe; muoh 
remains indeterminate; much else which now seems determinate may have 
to be altersd to accord with other facts being 1 or to be bl.'Ought to 
light as the science comes nearer maturity. It is important that 
these things be duly recognised in attempting to treat of any phase of 
aro:haeology. However, it is altogether possible that in adhering so 
strictly to sci anti fi c p rocejdu re 1 the artistic and the l'Omanti c 1 
which after all comprise the soul of archaeology 1 may be so stifled 
that one is· repelled by the mat and mold, instead of being lured by 
the drama in comedy and tragedy of ancient human life. It ought not 
to be surprising to realise that the comedy and tragedy are there 1 
and may be made real to us by the kindled imagination of some future 
poet. The wrl ter of this thesis unfortunately has not the necessary 
gift , l::ut he has assiduously sought to find and to make mentally 
real the successive at reams of human li fa which after all oomprl se 
the stuff from which archaeology makes its moulds. 
While cursory attempts at what might be termed the science 
of archaeology had been made as far back as the sixteenth century 1 
the real father of "Palestinology" came from the New World, not the 
Old Worl~whioh in a sense seems strange. His name was Edward Robin-
son 1 and in 1834 he was an instructor of Hebrew in Andover Theological 
Seminary 1 Andover 1 Mass. In his young and fertile mind were fornu-
lated the plans whereby the science of Palestinian archaeology was 
placed on a firm foundation. Collaborating with him was one Eli Smith, 
a missionary of the American Board _of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
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Smith ·had spent many years in Syria 1 and was well qualified in the 
general knowledge of the country 1 the habits and ways of the people 1 
and the uses of the necessary language at various points. Therefore 
those who have followed the pioneer tracks of Robinson also under-
etand the almost as great a debt which they owe to Smith. The for-
mer contributed two necessary and permanent elements to the study 
of Palestinology: Investigation of surface topography 1 and a oriti-
oal attitude., constructive and destructive, toward tradition and 
plaoe-names. Robinson's visits1to Palestine were made in 1838 and 
1852. The German 1 Titus Tobler 1 and the Frenchman 1 Viator Guerin 1 
followed Robinson and made important oontributtons:~o the subject. 
Thus from the outset 1 the field has been ocoupted by an international 
group 1 and apparently at no time was there greater harmony and the 
desire to be of mutual assistance among the various schools and 
groups 1 of whatever land or language 1 than at the present time. How 
one does wish that a like spirit might prevail with their respective 
countrymen in other realms of human entexprise and endeavor! 
Undoubtedly the greatest single step forward in the work 
of Palestinian archaeology was the formation in June., 1865 ~ in·~fa.·ct ,the 
formation and permanent establishment of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund. This was a British organization, but many Americans became 
interested in it and made contributions to its work. Until near the 
close of the last century this organization occupied the field alone , 
put sinoe that time many and various groups have organized and "invaded" 
Palestine for a good purpose. It should be stated that the primary 
motive which led to the formation of the Palestine Exploration Fund 
and which has no doubt stimulated great interest and much needed 
gifts, waa the idea of proving the Christian's Bible. It might not 
be out of plaoe to state that much in this respeot has been done. 
While there may be field workers today who are obliged to emphasize 
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this aspect of the work 1 nevertheless the scientific attitude of 
faithfully reporting the facts as they are found holds true. 
This ought not to be disconcerting to anyone, since it is the truth 
that Christ sought to teach and of that we need not fear whatever 
the evidence the Palestinian spade may turn up. The Christian 
Scriptures are rioher 1 not poorer 1 for the consecrated work expend-
ed by archaeologists. 
Some brief word of the methods pursued by the excavators 
is needed. The first step: following of course the assembly of the 
necessary equipment and organization, is the choice of the sit_e.~- ; 
Macalister terms this a problem of major topogranl}Y*; minor topogra-
l2l!.I. has to do with definitely ~soertaining buildings, and the scenes 
of events, etc. Bising above the surrounding landscape of the 
adjacent country, one observes mounds which do not have the appear-
ance, as a rule 1 of natural hills. There is some similarity, but 
such a difference is noticeable that in all probability the mound, 
or "tell" is the buried ruins of a succession of civilizations 
and cities or communities. By means of comparison, especially 
with Egyptian archaeology where the successive dynaties are more 
easily traced, and by other excavated sites in Palestine as well, 
various levels of ruins , upon which su'eceeding peoples have bu.ilt , 
are uncovered. For the puxpose of convenience, somewhat arbitrary 
date limits have been set as follows: Early Bronze Age {EBA) 2600 to 
2000 B. C.; Middle Bronze Age {MBA) 2000 to 1600 B. C.; Late Bronze 
Age (LBA) 1600 to 1200 B. 0.: Early Iron Age (EIA) 1200 to 900 B. 0.; 
Later Iron Age (LIA) 900 to 600 B. o. Within a particular "age" 
archaeologists often further divide by the descriptive terms of 
*llaoalister 1 OEP., p77 
z· 
"early", "middle" or "late" phases. Thus 2000 to 1800 B. C. would be 
regarded as the early phase of the Yiddle Bronze Age. In arriving at 
these very desirable and necessary datings, the principal source of 
identification and evidence is to be found in the potsherds or pott.~ry 
remains of the various peoples and civilizations. The multiplied 
thousands of these seemingly insignificant and worthless pieces of 
broken ~pa~tery have told, and continue to inte:pret a story of in-
valuable interest to the student and scholar. Along with the pottery 
remains there are 1 of course, many other evidences: building and 
the mode of oonstxuction; lamps; remains of aultic practises; etc. 
Originally, it appears 1 these various mounds or "tells" 
which dot the landscape of Palestine, were slight elevations of lime-
stone in which were natural caves, later enlarged into artificial 
caves, and systems of them in some instances. In these caves lived 
the troglodytes or cave-dwellers. Later came an advancing or higher 
form of civilization 1 and with it the requirement of artificial defea-
ses, usually walls. .Within ~, ::. the walls people began to dwell and to 
erect houses or dwellings, and other buildings. Later came a time of 
conquest in which the constructions may have been destroyed in whole 
or in part. What remained was utilized for new construction by the 
conquerors 1 or if nothing remained 1 then the ruins served for a new 
foundation for other construction. These various levels are plainly 
discernible and by their means dates are established, Biblical or 
other associations are connected, and history is written, or rather 
more correctly, rewritten. In this fact it might be well to note 
the remark of Macalister to the effect that the Old Testament narra-
tives are "miracles of condensation".* Kuch that is omitted from 
these stories recorded in the Old Testament documents ·archaeology 
has been able to give the desired stimulus to recreate and to supple-
ment. 
*Macali star 1 CEP. 1 p 76. 
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Chapter I 
The General Characteristics of the Civilization of Canaan 
In considering the general characteristics of the civilization 
of Canaan as determined (to date) by archaeology , it seems that the 
land may best be described briefly 1 as the ancient melting pot of 
Asia Minor and other adjacent peoples. As a matter of fact 1 it is 
this very circumstance which creates one of the problems with which 
this thesis is concerned: namely 1 the various race-sources from 
which was fused the Canaanitio civilization, and their ultimate 
effect on the spiritual ethic of Israel. 
It should be properly noted that authorities are bf no means 
agreed on the various race-sources which eventually comrpised the 
Canaanitic civilization. Likewise 1 there is laok of agreement on 
meaning of the term "Oanaanitio". Of the fact that the Amorita, 
the Hittite 1 the Hyksos, the Jeblsi te 1 the Perizzi te were all 
dwell era in the land of Canaan 1 archaeological evidence bears 
abundant and persistent testimony. There can be no doubt of their 
influence upon and ultimate absorption into the Canaanitic populat~on. 
But of whence they were 1 and what 1 and how is more of the story 
which further investigation hopes to reveal. In the meantime we 
must satisfy our quest in patience, and utilize the materials in hand 
after the manner of analysis and synthesis. 
For the purpose of this work 1 the term Canaanitic will mean a 
rather inclusive period extending from about 3500 to 1300 B. c. 
It is assumed and understood that all periodical datings in the 
science of archaeology are arbitrary 1 and are used as a matter of 
necessary convenience, not absolute exaoti tude. 
One authority regards the Canaanitic civilization as an amalga-
mation of the Amori tes 1 the Hykaos, and the Hittites 1 their S'llCcession 
into Canaan being in the order named. Reference is made .1.to Prof. · 
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Hrozny's translation of the Hittite inscription of Anittas from which 
it is ascertained that the Hittites were Indo-Europeans from South 
Russia, having invaded Asia Minor and conquered the Khatti c. 2000 B.O. 
In this connection "the Hyksos are now supposed to have come from 
Central Asia and were in Palestine by 23 75 B. 0 • "* 
If it is at all ascertainable that the Hyksos were in Pales-
tine by 2375 B. C. , (from the beginning of the XIII Dynasty of north-
ern Egypt), then it does follow that this "mystery-race" must have 
passed through Canaan on their way to Egypt 1 where they conquered the 
EgYPtians and ruled as the shepherd-kings from about 2200 to 1550 B. o.•• 
There is no doubt of their retreat from Egypt into Canaan upon their 
overthrow by the uprising EgY,ptiane. With this knowledge in hand we 
may unquestionably state that the Hyksos 1 by means of racial amalga-
mation, must have exe.rt.ed and~did exert considerable influen~e:~on:.tbe;:· 
Canaanitic civilization. "The study of the pottery of Palestine indi-
cates that the Hyksos exerted a very Wide and deep influence 1 and that 
their presence was not a mere passing through the land, but a prolonged 
stay. Not only do we find pottery which may be regarded as of purely 
Hyksos manufacture 1 but we find also abundance of local imitations."*** 
Over against the foregoing statement is the following: That 
the Hyksos pottery in EgyPt is purely Egyptian; and the Hyksos pottery 
in Palestine is purely Palestinian. "Therefore the styles which they 
(the Hyksos) followed were those of the country in which they happened 
to be, and they had no distinctive pottery of their own. This seems to 
prove that they were only a ruling caste in Palestine, and similarily, 
*Duncan, DUBH., Vol. 1, p72; so also 1. Petrie, Eet.h-Pelet I, p6. 
• *Gars tat%, JJ .• , p212. · 
•••Duncan, DUBH. ~ Vol. 1 1 p67. 
---------~----
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as we know, in Egypt."• Petrie goes on to say that the earth-fort was 
their unique mode of defence. Their fortification at Beth-Pelet was 
essentially by long steep slopes, and not by a great wall. This 
principle of security belongs to the plain-dwellers, as we find illus-
trated in North Syria, and Central Asian Turkomans; and it points to 
such an origin for the Hyksos. "The Semite always thought of a city 
as walled." 
mid..;. rib. 
Thai r weapons centered in a flat- based dagger with a 
As one may immediately understand, there appear to be two 
decisive points of disagreement between Duncan and Petrie 1 with the 
balance of the scales of archaeological judgment tending toward Petrie 
because of his veritable "war-horse" experience in the field. The 
first point of disagreement is seen in the matter of the Hyksos 
pottery, where Dunoan clearly in·4toates that they did have a distinctive 
culture, whereas Petrie puts them down as sheer imitators only. 
The inference gained by Petrie's bald statement that "the Semite 
always thought of a city as walled" seemingly eliminates the Hyksos 
from the Semitic field, a place where it seems at least most, if not 
all other autho-n ties apparently place them. In fact, in a rather 
wide and varied reading 1 this is the first instance where the writer 
of this thesis can recall an authority in archaeology making suoh an 
unqualified statement regarding the HYksos people. "W~en the doctors 
disagree, what then shall the poor patient do i" Well, the patient 
in this instance will disagree, perhaps later to his sorrow, with the 
wisdom of the hoary-headed Petrie 1 and inoli ne toward the view that 
the Hyksos were perfectly at home with other Semi tio peoples, and 
that their origin was Semitic. 
The "ground-stock" of the Oanaanitic people and civilization 
"must have been" Amorita. These people were migrants from the 
middle course of the Euphrates River district. 
*Petrie, Beth-Pelet I, p22. 
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"The Amorites had a great capacity for adaptation and wher-
ever they came, they ·spread the Kesopotamian oulture 1 which they had 
. . . 
themselves absorbed."* What influenoe the aborigines 1 i. e. the 
:·,:,· 
troglodytes or cave-dwellers,J may have had in the intermingling with 
. . 
the incoming Amori tic stock is unknown, although substantial suppo-
sitions have been advanced. One of the knotty problems which has to 
do with any understanding of the racial and cultural ohar.acteristics 
of Canaan is the reference in Numbers xiii 29, reading: "Amalek dwell-
etb in the land of the South: and the Hittite, and the Jebusi te 1 and 
. 
the Amorite dwell in the hill country; and the Canaanite dwelleth by 
the sea 1 and along by the side of the Jordan" (RV). The question at 
issue lies in the distinct separation of the Canaanites from the other 
races, especially at a time seemingly sufficiently advanced to expect 
much intexmingling and amalgamation. "Whether these leading elements 
in the population of the land could claim an original racial difference 
~is not readily determined, for the two names (i. e. Amorita and Oanaan-
i te) became almost synonymous in familiar usage. It may be that both 
should be regarded as Aramaean 1 and that it was their separate geograph-
ical relations which gave rise gradually to a distinctive culture, the 
Canaanite by his ready contact with the Mediterranean ooasts, and the 
Amorita by his proximity to his original oenter, Amurru in Central Syria. 
On the one hand the coastal trade between the Aegean world and Egypt 
during the Late Bronze Age produced a marked influence upon the local 
arts, introducing in parti oular during the earlier part of that period 
the peculiar wares of CyPrus 1 and later 1 from 1400 B. a. 1 the products 
of llykenae. Inland, on the other hand , out of the earliest t radi tiona 
of Israel there emerge the memory of a powerful Amorita Kingdom in 
Bashan (Of. Joshua ii l01 ix 10; Judges xi 19); while traces of Hittite 
art at the foot of Hermon not only conform also with one strain of 
Israelite tradition (Of. Joshua xi 3; Judges i 26 1 iii 3) 1 l:ut recall 
*"Amorit~ana "Canaanite"., Enoy. Brit. 1929 ed. 
______ -..;....;;_.;.__ __ ;..;..;._~;;;,;;_;=-=--=-=·=- ---·----------- -----------
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the now established fact of intimate political relations in historic 
times between Amorita and northern Hittite~ dating no doubt from that 
pre-Hykaos epoch when the Hittite Kings claimed empire over 'Damas-
hunas'"*• There is a line of theory which advances on the fore-
going knowledge. If it is true~ and it is by no means ascertained 
beyond decided doubt , that there developed in one or more historical 
periods of the land of Canaan two diverging tendencies representing 
Canaanite and Amorita~ it is also true 1 beyong little doubt~ that the 
genesis of their civilizations is a common one, namely Babylonia. 
Since religion, and the practises of religion played one of the major 
parts in the life of these peoples 1 it has been possible to trace and 
to secure suggestive indications of this common. source~ which added 
to other knowledge makes a rctal case 1 viz.~ (a) The form of nature 
worship in the Astarte cult with its practises is very close:dn form 
to the cult and practises of Istar. (b) The Beth..:.'shan (Beisan) temple 
sculpture with the Babylonian design of the fighting dog and lion, 
which was uncovered in the early Third Bronze Age deposit. (c) The 
deity Derceto of Askalon has been identified as the same as the Syrian 
goddess Atargatis, "the center of whose worship lay in the far north 
at Mumbij near the Euphrates." (d) The official language of diplomacy 
and state affairs used in the correspondence between Egyptian officials 
and the local city-states~ and between the city-states themselves, was 
the cuneiform script of the Semitic language generally regarded as of 
Babylonian origin, and which eventually ci raulated throughout Western 
Asia. (e) In the spoils taken upon the capture of Jericho 1 in the 
narrative of the trespass of Achan mention is made of "a goodly Batf-
lonish mantle" (Of. Joshua vii 21) .•• 
It may be argued that these indications are of slight author-
ity upon which to base so great a claim. Taken separately this may be 
true, but the strength of the rope is never in the separate strands, 
*Garstang 1 JJ. , pl05, and **pl08. 
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and tile strengtn of tnis theory is found in the persistence of 
the inferences noted. The strength is further increased by the 
' 
almost total lack of any other evidence indicative of the genesis 
of another ciVilization, for example the Egyptian. It is of course 
assumed that the civilization of Canaan underwent some modification 
contingent upon local surroundings, and especially was it revi tal-
i zed along the coast by the many Mediterranean influences. But the 
links with the Mesopotamian oul ture 1 though rusted and worn by the 
passing centuries, seem to make evident a chain uniting Canaan attd 
Babylon. 
Another recognised authority 1 especially in the tracing of 
linguistical elemanus, is found in Prof. Albright who holds some-
thing of the same views already given. Commenting upon Prof. Set he' a• 
brilliant decipherment of inscriptions from broken earthenware 
vessels, in which there are given the curses of the EgY,ptians upon 
revolting peoples agalmst Egyptian rule 1 many inferences are gained 
to support the Amorite idea as the "ground-at.ook" of the Canaanitic 
civilization. These inscribed vessels were used in a kind of 
magic or superstitious formula by which following the writings on 
the earthenw&Ue in which the revolters are roundly cursed 1 the 
pottery was broken 1 whereby it was supposed that the resistance of 
the revolting peoples would at the same time be magically broken. 
There is other evidence of this same idea among oriental races. 
"BY far the most important result accruing from the new texts" 1 
writes Prof. Albright, "is the light they throw upon a hitherto 
obsou re phase of Palestinian hi story 1 the period of the Amori te 
settlement."** It is the theory of Albright that the Amorita settle-
ment in Palestine "probat1y" came in the last third of the third 
mi llenium 1 "for the following reasons": Fi ret 1 "The steadily in-
creasing mass of evidence indicating movements of semi-nomadic 
• A1 bright 1 JFOS. 1 Vol • 8 (1928) , pp223-256; **ibid. p250. 
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peoples from the West into Babylonia between the Third Dynasty of Ur 
(Fotheringh~Sohooh: oir. 2408-2301) and the First Dynasty of Babylon. 
These peoples have Semitic names of a type connected most closely with 
Palestine and South Arabia, and are called •westerners 1 (Amurri). 
During the Heracoleopolitan period in Egypt (22nd - 21st centuries) 
there is evidence of a similar Asiatic movement into the Delta. These 
sem-t--nomadi c peoples must have played a considerable role in the 
evolution of settlement in Palestine and Syria." Second , "There 
is an increasing probability that most of the pre-Israelite (and 
Bronze Age) towns in the highlands of Palestine were founded between 
2300 aJld 1800 B. a. This is certainly true of Tell Bait Mirsim 
(probably Kirj ath-sepher), Shechem, Bethel, Ai 1 etc. and probably 
Je:rusalem." A foot-note bY Albright reads: "The so-called 'Neolithic' 
pottery discovered by Duncan is nearly all Middle Bronze, as the 
writer has determined by repeated examination." . "0oast-towns 11 ks 
Ashkelon and Dor were also apparently founded during thi:s period. In 
the early part of the Early Bronze1-, as well as in .the preceding Asneo-
lithio, settlemenit~as almost entirely restricted to the river valleys 
and alluvial plains; the hill-country was left to the nomads. This 
period of active town building in sections of the countxy which were 
likely to be occupied by nomads coincides roughly with the period 
when the Amori tee appear in Babylonia. llo reover, 1 t can hardly be 
accidental that it is precisely the towns in the hill-countxy which 
so often bear specifically Amorita names, such as Yiqhe'am, Yiqne•am 
(Yoqnetam) 1 Yiqre'am, Sefar'am, etc. Ashkelon, which belongs to this 
period bears an Amorita name ending in~·" Third 1 in the Late 
Bronze Age dialectic peculiarities of the Amorita tyPe were more 
general in the hill-country and Transjordan than in the coastal 
plain and Phoenicia, "which are referred to both in the Amarna tab-
lets and the J;gyptian texts as Oanaani te." Further, Hebrew tradition 
#la. 
connects Transjordan and the Amorites, Oisjordan and the Canaanites, 
. -
the Hill-country and the Amorites, and the lowlands and the Canaanites. 
It is natural to assume that the Canaanites, preceding the Amorites, 
seoured the more desirable locations. A further consideration is 
that there was closer contact between Canaanitic Phoenicia and 
Babylon in ver.y early times than in the later Amorita distuption. 
For e:t~ple, the perfect agreement between the Babylonian and the 
Phoenician in the use of sibilants, and the early worship of the 
Sumerian Damer in Byblos. 
We come now to a consideration of the Hittite element and 
influence in Canaan. Their presence is unmistakable, yet we seem 
to know oompari.ti vely 11 ttle in the matter of their complete identi- ·· 
fication. Within the present century their distant capital beyond 
the Halys River has been uncovered, and the archives of the Hattie 
(Hittite) Kings of Asia Minor are now extant and accessible for 
study. AbOut 1400 B. c. this people, with the Habiru as their 
mercenaries forced Egypt to yield to th~~political control over 
Syria following the successful campaign of SUbbiluliuma, their 
warrior-king. • They were widely reputed as expert workers in 
metal, and the reference in Jeremiah xv 12 is taken to mean the cre-
ative ability of this race. Their particular location in Canaan 
is generally recognised as having been at the s. E. foot of Mount 
Hermon (Of. Joshua xi 3; Judges i 26). From this point their 
political -influence spread throughout Canaan, tut the evidences 
are still in dispute among the archaeologists, as we shall see later. 
In the lashing given Jerusalem by Ezekiel, (Cf. Ezekiel xvi 3, 45) 1 
we read:~. "Thine origin and thine nativity is of the land of the 
Canaanite; the Amorita was thy father, and th_y mother was a Hittite." 
This statement finds substantial support in the Tell el-Amarna letters 
*Garstang ~ JJ. , pp226 and 256. 
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indicating that one 1 ARAD (Abd) -Hi ba, meaning. the servant of a 
goddess worshipped by the Hi tti tea~ was a kin~ of Jerusalem • While 
the Jeblsite tribe may have controlled Jerusalem until the military 
reduction of the city by David 1 a decided Hittite element is as car-
t ainable. 
Most interesting~ even if it might be regarded as "romancing•, 
is the following•: 'AbOut the beginning of this period, somewhere 
near 2000 B. 0. 1 the Hi tti tea arrived in Palestine. They are gener-
ally understood to have come from Oappadooia in Asia Minor. Kany 
of the Amorita forts 1 which have been exoavated 1 were captured 1 
destroyed~ and reblilt at this time 1 while some forts were perhaps 
fortified for the first time by the conquering Hittites and the 
conquered Amorites combined. Laohish 1 Jerusalem 1 Gezer 1 and Jer-
icho had been occupied and fortified by the Amori tea themselves at 
an earlier date: but their ~inedwalls show that they had been 
destroyed and rebuilt about 2000 1 the new walls being earth ramparts 
with vertical stone-facing walls. At this time, therefore, the 
Amori tes suffered. an eclipse 1 and had a foreign oi viliza tion super-
imposed on their own. It is curiously interesting that, contempor-
ary with the arrival of the Hi tti tea in Palestine~ we should find 
this new class of pottery which we call Hyksos 1 and yet find no 
pottery whioh we can definitely describe as Hittite. No site exca-
vated and published has even a single plate or page descriptive of 
Hittite pottery or other Hittite remains found in Palestine 1 l:ut 
practically every site produces abundance of Hyksos ware. A great 
civilization like the Hittite could not fail to leave abundant traces 
of its individuality 1 yet we find nothing that we can assign to them. 
We cannot dispute their presence in Syria and Palestine 1 nor can we 
regard their civilization as identical with the Amorite. The whole 
•Duncan, DUBH. , Vol. 1 1 p69. 
:a: 
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problem seems to me to rest on the identity of the Hyksos or Shepherd 
Kings of Egypt." It is further well argued that traceable evidences 
and connections seem to result in the theory that the Hyksos were 
a group coming from the intermingling of the Hittites and the Amor-
ites. How this theoxy will finally result remains to be seen from 
additional excavations and comparisons. 
Brief ·mention may be made of the Jebusites and the Periz-
zites. The former, who are credited with the original settlement 
and fortification of Jerusalem (Ophel) 1 to which reference is made 
in Joshua xv 8 as Jebusi1 and in Judges xix 10 as Jews 1 "took their 
name from the name which they gave to the fort itself 1 and the Je'bu-
si tes were simply a fragment of the Hi tti ter· and Amori te amalgamation·" 
The Perizzites are regarded as the "metal-workers" among the Hittites, 
the inference finding foundation in the Hittite word for iron 1 
"parzi-ili" .• 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. l1 p72, 110 89. 
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Chapter II 
i 
Oldest Canaanite Period - Up to 2500 B. 0. 
Perhaps this period might be termed "pre-historical". The 
great diffi aulty with doing that is the possibility , it might be 
probability, of finding other archaeological sources of infor-
mation determining it distinctly historical. However that may be 
we will continue with the story. 
The Genesis of Canaanite Culture:. 
"The immigration of the 
Semites (from the south and southwest) must have been taking place 
before 3000 B. c. These oldest Semitic peoples of Canaan must 
hQve been (in speech also) closely akin to the oldest Semitic 
dwellers in north Babylonia (the Akkadians). From this source also 
came the Canaanites 1 knowledge of metals (copper and bronze) 1 of 
vegetables, domestic animals and many other cultural and spiritual 
acquisitions whioh had been much earlier developed and improved 
by the Sumerians in Mesopotamia and the Egyptians of the Old King-
dom, EgYPtian influence was stronger in Byblos 1 the ancient tra-
ding port of Lebanon' a export of cedarwood. Copper oame from the 
mines at Wadi Magha:ra of Sinai. Thus culture developed rapidly 
in the territory between the two areas."* 
"When we get down to the su rfaoe of the rook, we find the 
remains of a ,.!1'\lde cave-dweller civilization, but adj aoent to 
these and to some extent mixed with them, wo~~find the remains of 
ano.ther civilization of a very high order 1 whioh existed along-
side that of the cave-dweller for probably a large number of years 1 
and ultimately supplanted it. This higher civilization we name 
the Early Bronze Age 1 and assign to the pel'iod 2500-2000 B. C. 
But here again 1 though the later date limit is fixed for us 1 the 
earlier date limit (2500) is purely arbitrary, and we have reason 
* "Oanaani te" , Enoy. Brit • , 1929 ed. 
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to suppose that this higher civilization dates as early as 4000 or 
5000 at least , though it may not have definitely laid hold of Pales-
tine till somewhere between 4000 and 2500."* 
While there is some difference of opinion, as the fore-
going quotations indicate, as to the direction from which these 
earliest immigrants came into Canaan 1 there is considerable agree-
ment that the date is very early. It also seems probable that 
these Semitic invaders came into Canaan from the Arabian desert. 
However 1 as Duncan has pointed out, human settlements and 
culture go far back into the ages in the troglodyte period 1 in 
fact baok to the dawning of mankind. The means by which this 
evidence has been secured is given in the excavations of undis-
turbed deposits fn caves, the dwelling place of the "prehistoric". 
man. Since these natural dwellings of early man form a link in 
the consideration of the theme of this thesis, some understanding 
of their nature seems necessary. 
The caves are of three tYPes: namely, the natural caves 
which are by far most numerous; the natural caves with artificial 
extensions; and finally, the purely artificial, copied after the 
natural. These last named are companti vely few in number. "The 
hills of Jerusalem itself 1 and around it 1 in T xans-Jordania, all 
over the country in faot 1 are full of caves 1 which were originally 
the dwelling-places· of the early inhabitants , and theil' tombs. 
Later they became the tombs· of the Bronze Age, and sometimes were 
converted into store-chambers, especially those with staircases 
out in the soiid rook leading down into them from the surface, or 
into secret places for hiding treasure. • • • Sometimes they were 
converted into cisterns.•• These cisterns were of great assist-
ance in time of greatest need 1 namely, that of attack by enemies 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. l1 p3. 
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when a large water-supply•s tmperati ve. 
The reason for the profusion of these caves is the same 
apparently, wherever they are to be found in abundance. The soft 
limestone formations~ containing a mineral quality not only to be 
found in association with cave formations, but extensions and arti-
ficial structures • already noted, is the answer. 
In the divisions of ancient man 1 the Jlousterian-Solutrean 
epoch pictures human life as inhabiting the valleys as the climate 
grew milder 1 while hunting continued to provide the necessary 
articles of food 1 with the skins of the slain animals being util-
ized for clothing. The inference of numerous pierced shells in the 
deposits of the period is that. man was beginning to take an interest 
in personal adornment. Among the earliest skeletal remains discoYer-
ed in Palestine 1 there is a human skull, found in 1925 at Tagba 1 
near the Lake of Tiberias 1 which displays Neanderthal characteristics. 
The end of the warmer season 1 and the approaching cold weather sent 
the inhabitants back to the refuge of their cave-homes. It is quite 
possible to discern the species of the animals which furnished the 
cave-dwellers with food and clothing. This we have learned from the 
unearthed piles of bones in the caves, the animals being principally 
stags 1 antelopes, wild goats and gazelles, while there is further 
evidence of the larger wild animals 1 aurochs , lions , and cave bears .• 
There are several cave excavations which have provided 
,· . . 
elements of unusual interest in the reconstruction of the most 
ancient cultures of ancient man: 
1. The Caves of Geaer:•• 
Many of the modern 1 as well as 
ancient cities and towns of Canaan (Palestine) first began by the 
•Lode, Israel, pp37-38. 
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ha'bi tation of caves. Gazer is an instance, and the Jerusalem is 
another among many of the important sites excavated. There are 
deductible reasons for this fact. The natural caves were in the 
limestone rook formations 1 which comprised at least a slight ele-
vation above the plain or surrounding country. Early man used 
these natural dwellings for his habitation. As time passed on 
and there was human development 1 these caves with the elevation 
served as a defence against attack. Later they were crudely 
walled 1 and following conquest and destruction 1 the natural ele-
vation grew higher and more capable of defence with stronger 
walls. Hence came larger communi ties 1 and cities as time passed 
on into the centuries. But at the outset, the caves wi tneseed 
the :!..,beginning of human civilization. 
At Gazer the original hill is a series of caves, and 
upwards of fifty of these have been thoroughly investigated bf the 
excavator, Prof. Macalister. Evidences of an extended human habi-
tation have been found. Using the implements of the age, the 
natural walls of the caves were widened bf means of stone picks, 
the traces of which were seen by the excavators. Ledges in the 
caves were smoothed and. fashioned for "vrindow-seats", only usually 
the windows were absent i shelves for small Obj eots 1 and possibly 
the storing of food were aut out of the walls in the form of niches; 
a ~series of steps 1 in a kind of modern staircase 1 were made for 
descent into subterr-anean rooms and passages; galleries were opened 
between caves 1 forming a kind of apartment; and cisterns were dug 
for the very necessary water-supply 1 especially in time of siege. 
Gezer, Cave 28 II•: As this cave holds the greatest 
interest for archaeological research, a rat~er extended. treatment 
of it and ita contents seems proper. This cave, or rather "apart-
ment cave", consists of ten rooms 1 each of whfch is capable of 
*Maoaliater 1 TEG. 1 Vol. 1 1 pplll-141. 
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entrance from a subterranean hallway or tunnsl 1 and there are nine 
separate entrances from without the apartment, some 1 if not most 1 
of these entrances or exits having been formed from time to time 
as the need arose. It is natural to suppose that more than one 
family must have been its occupants, although it is possible to 
understand it as belonging to a small tribal or closely related 
group of troglodytes. The first room opening from the main en-
trance 1 facing the north 1 holds the greatest interest. To use the 
excavators own words: "This remarkable cave was by far the most 
elaborate excavation of the kind on the mound." The chief interest 
in the cave-chamber 1 among several suggest! vely interesting elements 1 
is the very remarkable system of oupmarks pitting the floor. These 
are thought-provoking for their regular! ty ~ both in the shape of 
the aups and their relative disposition. They are between eight 
and twelve inches in breadth 1 and carefully made with flat bot toms 
and vertical sides. Their order or shape is that of three oval 
rings: nine in the inner circle 1 fifteen in the middle oi role 1 and 
eighteen in the outer circle. In addition there is a separate row 
of four. In the matter of the three ovals, it is noteworthy that 
the number of oups in each circle is a multiple of three. Unfortu-
nately for us and historical interest 1 the cave was otherwise 
empty. 
The excavator 1 s posai bly deduct! bl.e history follows: 
(a) Undoubtedly the place was originally the home of a cave dwelling 
community. Of this there is evidence on every hand. (b) Relative 
to the question of the narrow passages - (1) We may say the various 
systems were originally independent :1 and afterwards united. (a) . 
We may conclude that the passages were made long and narrow intent-
ionally, and in doing so capable of easy and quick blocking against 
#20. 
enemies. With this thought 1 there is the probable placing and use 
of the cistern as a pitfall to give added protection. ·(3) Both 
deductions· may be right • (c) The purpose and the period of the 
cupmarks: (1) All of the available evidence points to this peauliar 
feature being the work of troglodytes (cave-dwellers). (2) Their 
suggested purpose may have been that of storing oil or grain 1 or 
both. Other suggested purposes for them are those of sacrifice 
and the holding of the blood of the offerin,·a ~ and the turning of 
incense. 
It should be added that the many evidences of the 
11 cup-mark" with its attendant association with cultio praQ~i-:ees 
in the many uncovered sites since Gazer was excavated, may give 
additional light on the deductions above. Later in the thesis 
this significance Will be shown. 
Gazer, Cave 2 I*: In this cave it was found that the 
floor of earth was covered with turnt human ashes~ making evident 
the possibility that here was a troglodyte crematorium, and 
suggesting the prevailing means of the disposal of the dead, or 
of some oultic practise. In the examination of the ashes two things 
became obvious: (a) Not all were burnt at one time. This was de-
duced from the faot that white and blaok ashes showed alternately, 
revealing that the fire had diad down and was then renewed. Thus 
the bones were not those of the remains or victims of a single con-
flagration. (b) The bodies had been burnt whole on the spot whe·:rct 
the ashes were found. 
Above the stratum of ashes was another entirely differ-
ent series, unblrnt. These remains were deposited without attention 
to orientation, and were lying on their sides in a oontraoted 
position. Also there was found the vessel containing the bOnes of 
•Maoali ster, TEG. , Vol. 1 , ppaas-aaa. 
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a new1y born infant J with the mouth of the .vessel being broken as is 
usual in the case. It is possible that the infant was offered in 
sacrifice at the inauguration of the cemetery, corresponding to the 
idea of the "foundation sacrifice." In the pre-Semitic period, 
food vessels in small numbers were usually deposited with the dead. 
a. Cave Mugharet el-Wad, near Athlit•: 
.The location of 
this site is at the western foot of Mount Carmel, facing N. w. over 
the coastal plain towards the Crusader's castle at Athlit, 3t miles 
away. "The cave consists of a large outer chamber and a smaller 
inner chamber, from the back of which opens a lofty corridor, over 
60 m. in length. It has three openings) lying side by side, of 
which the central one is the largest , and must have been the main 
entrance in prehistoric times J the two lateral ones being merely 
windows in the rook facade." 
One of the discoveries of primary interest is that 
Chamber II 1 flhich was totall_y; undisturbed 1 by its complete historic 
sequence, lays the foundation of a Paleoli thio chronology for the 
region of the Near East. The maximum depth of the deposits in 
this chamber was a.aom. , and eight levels were present, of which 
seven were prehistoric. 
wards: 
They were as follows , from the top down-
A. Bronze Age to.recent. 
B. Mesolithic. 
o. Upper Palaeolithic of Capsian affinities. 
Dl. Middle Aurignacian. 
na. Middle n 
E. Lower Middle " 
F. Layer of erosin containing bOth Lower Aurignacian 
and Kousterian. 
*Garrod' PEFQS. J April 1931 1 and Jan. 1932 1 pp46-5l 
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G. Kousterian. 
The excavator, who by way of explanatory interest is a 
woman 1 is of the opinion that the new knowledge seoured from the 
u~disturbed Mesolithic deposit on the terrace is noteworthy. While 
miorolithio culture had been gathered from various surface sites in 
Palestine, the Mesolithic oulture as a whole was uJlknown before 
1928, when the British School condUcted work at the cave of Shukba 
in Western Judaea. The Mesolithic evidences at Athlit were arrived 
at thus: "Flint and bOne implements were abundant throughout the 
layer, but no pottery was found. It is this absence of pottery 
which obliges us to date this culture as Mesolithic ,.although ~n 
many ways it is more advanced than the corresponding Azilian and 
Tardenoisian in Europe." 
Three burials at the base of "B" (Mesolithic) 1 upon 
close examination, seemed to be of particular significance. 
Although· bOdy posit ions were all different 1 there were common 
features of importance, suoh as the faot that all three remains 
lay on a hearth containing an abundance of animal bOnes, and were 
paoked down with large blooks of limestone. One remain of human 
burial was associated with a "remarkable series of •worts• or con-
at ruotions on and in the bedrock." It was found that the surfaoe 
of the rook had been artifioially levelled, eo as to make a little 
platform 1 about 1.50m. square. "The marks of some kind of rough 
pick were plainly visible all over the levelled area. In the 
middle of the platform a stone 'basin, 30om. deep, had 'been out in 
the rook. This has a V-shaped section, and the walls are not 
smoothed in any way, the marks of the pick being still visible. 
Round the mouth of this basin the levelling of the rook had left 
a flat rim 1 and placed on this were two small blocks of limestone 
· ... 
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set at right angles. Three smaller basins were found to the right of 
. . 
this one 1 and outside the levelled area 1 but they are ·not so well 
· made 1 and have no rime. To the N. of the basin a number of flat 1 
more or less quadrangular slabs of limestone have been set oare-
.· 
fully side by side to form a kind of ourb 1 or enclosure 1 and imme-
diately behind them a narrow trough has been out in the rook. 
The outer ends of the slabs rest not on the rook 1 but on the tough 
red earth whi oh forms the base of the archaeologi oal deposit , and 
it is clear that the bedrock falls fairly steeply away at this point, 
to a depth still unknown. Just outside the ourb or wall, and at a 
slightly lower level, was found the burial already described, and 
there are indications that further excavation will lead to the find-
ing of other skeletons close at hand." 
Conjectures regarding these things are not diffiault to 
advance. The hope is that additional excavation will add new light 
as to the purpose of these arrangements. There is evidenoe whioh 
might be interpreted to mean that the arrangement is connected with 
the cult of the· dead, but one must not romance beyond the facts 
which do not warrant an absolute conclusion. 
One special point of interest has to do with the Meso-
li thio oulture 1 and is that of the large number of sickle blades and 
hafts uncovered indicating a primitive fo~ of agriculture. The 
general view held by the authoritative voioes in anthropology is 
that in Europe agriculture and pottery arrived more or less simul-
taneously at the beginning of the Neolithic epooh. The evidenoe 
in Palestine, however 1 is that we find a people who were engaged in 
some form of agriculture before they had any knowledge of pottery. 
"This seems to suggest either that the two arts originated in 
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different regions 1 and only came together at a later date, or else 
that agriculture is definitely the older of the two." 
If it should happen that any question might be raised 
regarding the inclusion of the cave-evidences in the treatment of 
the civilization of Canaan, the answer is obvious. It seems that 
the aboriginal population was eventually absorbed into the Semitic 
invaders, and with the absorption went certain elements of the 
cave-dwellers life including at least oultic practises. Therefore 
the caves of Geier, Athli t , and others are of decided si gni fi-
cance, and it is very probable that as time goes on and new 
evidences of ancient man are uncovered and interpreted, we shall 
find even more than the absorption of oultic practises into the 
oulture of the Canaanitic peoples. 
The Cave-Dweller Potte;y:* 
While Prof. Albright has 
rather severely questioned the "Neolithic" pottery remains in 
Mr. Duncan's view 1 nevertheless it seems that there is sub-
stantial ground for certain remains of potsherds classed bf 
the latter as cave-dweller ware. It is included herewith, but 
under the divided opinion of the two field workers 1 leaving others 
and time to render final jud~ent. 
The claim is made that "no pottery is more easily recog-
nised that that of the Neolithic oave dweller in Palestine." This 
appears like absolute assurance on the part of Duncan; yet Albright 
has been quoted previously as stating that the Neolithic pottery 
is "nearly all" Middle Bronze. Dunoan continues: "It (the pottery) 
is not unlike that of the Neolithic period in our own country 1 though 
dating muoh further back. In fact 1 the c:rude beginnings of every 
race are very closely alike; at every period races used the same 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 1, pp40-47. 
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materials and lived under the same conditions. The differences 
are often merely local. Our earliest potters could not use exactly 
the same sort of rough clay, nor could they employ the sun to the 
same extent for baking."* 
The Palestinian Neolithic pottery is known as "porridge" 
ware, i. e the ingredients being similar to very roughly ground 
meal. The olay is not purified, being full of flint chips, quartz 
and hard limestone. Further distinguishing marks are that"the 
vessels are hand-made and hand-modelled, b.lilt up bit by bit from 
base to top, and frequently show the thumb and finger-prints of 
the potter. The surface, therefore, bas not the precise evenness 
of a wheel-made vessel." Further, some were baked only in the sun 
and rapidly deteriorate when wet; again, imperfect firing is evi-
dent , producing different colors on the surface. "The core shows 
a different color from the surface." This is evidence that the 
troglodytes had not mastered the art of firing., and did not use 
closed ovens, but baked their ware by building fires around and 
within the vessel • 
In the Tt"Oes of Vessels, some were the large, necJtless 
hole-mouth jars used for storing grain or meal, varying in height 
from 10 to aat inches. Other large vessels were the amphorae water-
jars, with two loop handles; bOwls , basins, etc. were general. 
Another "very important class" of this ware was the cord-eye 
handle bOttle-shaped amphora. Small in size, sometimes this type 
has a reinforced shoulder for obvious reasons of more security in 
carrying a heavy lQact, with cords or strings attached through holes 
pierced in these shoulders. "These are probably imitations of an 
earlier form which had been enclosed in a basket-work ofL·.withes or 
•Duncan, DUBH. , Vol. 1, p41. 
reeds. They may be the early form of 'dippers' used for extracting 
water or wine from a large jar.•• 
The use of Decoration was evident , but few and simple·"~in 
patterns which were found. :Moulding_, incision and painting were 
used. A series of punch marks about the rim or neck of a vessel 
are referred to by the term, "punch-hole pattern." Another is 
the rope-mould, most common in the ware of this period. It is 
probably a reminder of the use,:_ made of a rope of twisted withes 
plaoed around vessels in carrying them. "A band of clay encircles 
' the shoulder or neck of the vessel, and the rope effect is secured 
by modelling with some pointed instrument. Nipples or knobs are 
also found as a decoration, running in a mould below the rim of 
the vessel. Painting was used, and laying on the full brush, 
the decorator let the liquid follow its own course making the 
"drip-line" effect. "They frequently interlace and are never 
parallel. The lines are broad and heavy at the top , thin and 
pointed at the bottom." Parallel lines, running both vertical 
and perpendicular are found usually in separate panels. Of all 
painted designs , however, the "basket-weave" is most common. 
*Duncan, DUBH. , Vol. 1 , p44. 
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Chapter III 
The Old Canaanite Period - rust Bronze Age I 2500 to aooo B. 0, 
For the purpose of emphasis may it again be stated that 
the "periods" or "ages" in archaeological science overlap. The 
reason, for this is that the comparison of pottery remains, upon 
which archaeological dating is largel.Y determined 1 while invaluable_ 
for means of identifying periods of racial culture 1 doetnot admit 
of exactness. The marvel of this is not to be found in the failure 
of final conolusi_ons with respect to date, 'but rather in the compar-
itively rapid advances made by those devoted to the study of ancient 
human life, 
A. The Testimony of the Pottery: • 
"The pottery assigned 
to this period in Palestine is mostly wheel-made." It is _decided 
contrast to the utensils of the troglodytes 1 possessing a general 
surface finish within and without. Kore care in the accuracy of 
modelling is to be noted 1 probably due to more attention to the 
preparation of the clay materials 1 and the apparent addition of a 
power-ground white flint making for consistency and hardness. Fire-
baking of the articles is obvious, leaving a black center and a 
surface drab, yellow 1 or reddish ool,oration. In form only, not in 
composition or finish, some types are similar to the cave-dweller 
-.are. But this noticeable difference probably is not due to a 
development of the art from the troglodyte to a higher form, but 
rather is it due to a cruder imitation taken over from the Canaanite 
forms by the cave-dweller. 
The types of pottery assignable to this period are 
•Duncan, DUBR. 1 Vol. 1, pp6D-66. 
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many: the notable ones include large jars without handles ,and 
possessing "pulley-shaped" necks; bo\vls 1 some with handles and 
spouts; loop-handle jugs; basket-handle jugs with pointed base 
for dipping; handless jars with painted rim; V-shaped bowls or 
saucers. 
The outstanding characteristics of these household 
utensils are to be found in the art of combing and burnishing. 
Using a comb with mmerous fine teeth 1 probably made of bone 1 
the soft olay is gently stroked leaving artistic impressions on 
the ware. The burnishing is done by hand wi,th a hard 1 smooth 
pebble, leaving a finely finished and unbroken glassy surface, 
which, after the manner of Egyptian glazing, eliminates porous-
ness. 
. Decorated Pottery is abundant, and the period •excels 
in inoised ornament 1 the herring-bone pattern being conspicuous •" 
The rope-pattern is evident and well developed. In all decoration 
the Early Bronze Age potter painted each line carefully and sep-
arately, while, in contrast, the cave-dweller used his brush full 
of paint causing "drip lines." Other distinguishing evidences of 
the Early Bronze Age artist 1 s work is found in the "parallel bands 1 
vertical and horizontal, with zigzag lines alternating, basket 
pattern, a survival of the vessel bound with withes, burnished 
surface on a red or brown painted background 1 irregular dabs or 
blotches of colour, dots between parallel bands, circles and tri-
angles or saw-teeth are the chief designs, and mostly geometrical." 
Occasionally there were modelled on the ware1 rude 
animal heads. 1 for example those of bulls; other attempts at 
artistic expression were caricature heads of the troglodyte 
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serving as jug-handles. "In this period potters' marks became 
both common and numerous. It has been pointed out that there is 
a striking resemblance between them and Egyptian potters' marks 1 
dating about 5000" B. 0. This strongly indicates the linking of 
the very Early Bronze civilization of Palestine and that of Naqada 
in Upper Egypt. The position taken by those urging the signifi-
cance of this connection ~eems justified. It also is clear that 
the few points of contact noted between the troglodyte and the 
Early Bronze Age culture seems much less striking than the appar-
ent identities between the pottery remains at Naqada and the 
Early Bronze Age. The most important types of the stated iden-
tities are those of the ledge-handle and the cord-eye-handle jars. 
"There is no doubt as to the antiquity of these two types •••• 
They are found now~ere else in the East. They are certainly not 
Egyptian forms. They are unknown in Greece or Cyprus. The 
Naqada dates as early as 7000 B. 0."* 
The evidence of pottery shards uncovered in Palestine 
for this very early culture of the Canaanites (probably Se~itic 
immigrants from what we now call Arabia) is to be located in 
many excavated sites, examples being: Gezer, Ophel (Jerusalem) 1 
Lachish (Tell el-Hesy). 
Comparison and identification of these pottery remains 
may be specific: "The ledge-handle is to be found in Palestine on 
jars of all sizes, from 2 inches to 19 inches or more in height. 
The handle varies in length from -! inch to 10 inches." In form 1 
paste and shape of handle the Naqada ledge-handle ware in exactly 
the same w1 th the Palestinian 1 and always hand-modelled. On the 
at rength of these facts 1 Prof. Petrie regards the Naqada pottery 
as having been broughtinto Egypt from Palestine in a very early 
•Duncan 1 DUBH., Vol. 1 1 p63. 
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invasion or immigration 1 and suggests the same possibility with 
regard to comb-facing. The main point of direct connection between 
the composition of the Palestinian and Naqada ware is where they 
are found "with copper and flint only~" which makes their dating 
7000-6000 B. a. Other Palestinian types of bronze composition 
"must be regarded as examples of a later resuscitation or continu-
ation of type, dating after 6000" B. c. 
Common features of decoration are noted. The means 
and method of burnishing are the same. The "herring-bone incised 
design" are found in both areas. "The drip-line decoration •••• 
occurs in both. The wavy line or zigzag pattern and the basket 
pattern are identical·" The potters' marks are of striking 
similarity and a comparison of this is to be found in Gezer III 1 
Pl. 190, or Excavations in Palestine 1 Pl. 29, with Pls. 52-57 of 
..... _ 
Nagada an:l1Ballag. 
A brief summary of the conclusions ascertained by the 
Rev. Mr. Duncan are: 
(1) The identity of the very Early Bronze Age Pales-
tinian culture with that of Naqada in Upper EgYPt• 
(2) The aboriginal civilization in Palestine was 
troglodyte. Later came the totally distinc~ very Early Bronze Age 
culture. "Products of both civilizations are found aide by side: 
the transition from the coarseness, clumsiness 1 and crudeness of 
cave-dweller ware to the fine, artistic and highly finished ware 
of the Early Bronze civilization appears too sudden to allow our 
describing the latter as the progressive development of the former."• 
(3) By 2000 B. c. or soon after, the troglodyte ware 
has about disappeared. "The cave-dweller has been merged in the 
greater city-building civilization. He has abandoned his caves 
•Duncan 1 DUBH. , Vol. 1, p65. 
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except for emergency purposes, and the Amorita (Canaanite)/ has made 
tombs of them." 
B·. The Te~imony of Construction: Walls A Buildings 
i. 
\ \·~ 
•• c 
-· 
The 
indications found by means of the sever.al excavations in Palestine 
seem to point to the gr.adual dominance of the Canaanite culture, 
some evidence of this being interpreted from the construction of 
defensive walls, towers, and other works of an architectural nature. 
It is unnecessary~ ;and entirely beyond the limi ta of this thesis 1 
to deal with every site uncovered. The source material is prolific 
and we intend to treat of characteristics~ and give the most import-
ant examples among the sites excavat6d. 
1. Gazer: • 
To Prof. Clermont-Ganneau belongs the credit 
of identifying this site in 1872 11 having been led to bis investigation 
through noting a reference to it in the Arabic history of Mujir-ed-Din; 
following this lead, he investigated further and found on the exposed 
rook formations surrounding the hill a series of engraved inscriptions~ 
Hebrew words meaning "boundary of Geier" 1 and Greek letters giving the 
name of "Alkios" 1 supposedly the governor of the d'j.ty, by whose order 
the inscriptions were made.•• 
The mound is situated a little more than thirty miles due 
west of Jericho. It presumably was fortified by the Canaanites for 
the purpose of guarding the western frontier, since it is situated 
on the lower slope of hills above the marit~hne plain.••• Kr. Duncan 
suggests the possibility of an encounter between the invading Canaan-
ites and the abOrigines or powerful tribe of cave-dwellers, since 
there is an elabOrate series of underground dwellings. 
*Macalister 1 (-TEG• 1 Vol. l1 pp236-256. 
• *Macali ster 1 CEP. 1 p64. 
***Garstang 1 JJ. , (map) • , p67. 
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It is interesting to speculate what happened to the 
' 
troglodyte population; actually, there i a little information about 
it. Probably these conquered people were gradually aba9rbed b.Y 
the more dominant Semitic Canaanites. 
The earliest wall fortification of Gezer is dated by 
Macalister about 3000 B. c. It is located between two others, 
and is known to archaeologists as the middle wall of Gezer. Mr. 
Duncan offers another view in that it is "a mere rounded earth 
mound, 18 feet thick and si feet high, faced outside and inside 
and over the rounded top with field stones. • •• It looks ••• 
like an earth-rampart thrown up to assist in storming the inner 
wall ••.• and perhaps that is what it really was·"* To support 
this view the instance of 2 Kings XXV i 1 is cited. This interpre-
tation would make the inner wall of Gazer the oldest and dating 
about 3000 - 2500 B. C. It is possible 1 from rather slight evi-
dence, that a preVious wall constructed from dried bricks had pre-
ceded the inner wall. 
In this period existed two of the strong tower gates, 
one north, and the other south. The north gate was of massive 
stone construction, 150 feet in length. For purpose of armed 
defense in the emergency of attack and siege, the gate passage-way 
f~r.med a right angle. This mode of construction is found today in 
the Jaffa and Damascus gates of Jerusalem. The south gate is of 
different construction, being a narrow 1 straight passage, 42t feet 
in length 1 and 9 feet in width. Two towers made of sun-dried bricks 
averaging 15 x 12 x 4 inches in size 1 flank the gate. These towers 
project outward from the wall alignment; the west 8 feet 1 and the 
east 10 feet. Three limestone slabs on each side of the passageway, 
set some distance apa:rt 1 and interspersed with masonry, and extend-
ing to a height of 6 feet 1 were obviously for the purpose of proteot-
*Duncan , DUBH. ) Vo 1. 1 , pl05. 
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ing the crumbly sun-dried bricks from the rubbing of loaded pack 
animals passing through the gate. These slabs further explain the 
use of the pilaster slabs uncovered at Tell el-Hesy (Lachish) by 
Petrie. "These gate-towers give a definite idea of the massiveness 
. of both brick and stone fortifications erected by the Amorites (or 
Canaanites)•. even at their earliest arrival."** The probability 
is that the original fortifying of Gazer by the Canaanites was 
accompli shed between 4000 - 3500 B. C. 1 of which only the two brick 
gate-towers remain. 
In addition to the gate-towers of the inner wall, 
other towers were ~rected at places in the wall spaced regularly 
at about 90 feet; the towers were 41 feet in length and aa feet 
thick, probably all having rooms, and also probably bonded to the 
wall. 
a. Tell el-Nasbeh (Mizpah): *•• 
While final reports on 
this site have not been made 1 there is sufficient material on the 
Early Bronze Age to have it included in this paper. The extent of 
the site is practically that of Jericho 1 abOut 8 acres, and of the 
same period as the earliest Canaanite fortification of Jericho, 
previous to 2000 ~· C. Tomb-pottery dates prior to 3000 B. C. 
and mu~ ~ther pottery throughout the Early Bronze Period was 
found. Fortifications date in the Amort te-Hi tti te period. The 
excavator, Prof. Bade, found the foundation platform of a great 
defensive tower,.which had originally formed a part of the city-
wall, which had, in turn, encircled the city. The· .. mode of con-
struction was that of buttressed towers with strong revetments. 
*The thesis writer prefers the word Canaanite for Amorita. 
• *Duncan, DUBH. , Vol. 1, pl06. 
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• •• *Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. l1 109-110 1 and Naish, PEFQS. , Oct • 1933 , paos • 
. 
_,,..,.,..,....,.......,_,.,. __ ~-~~~~----::~----- -- ---
0~ special interest_was a pottery kiln found near the mouth of a large 
cave on the eaiJ:tern slope. In the cave , along with some Early Bronze 
Age pottery 1 were :found fourteen skeletons in the lowest stratum. 
The kiln contained pottery o! a greenish clay, but unfired. The 
deduction from the remains is that some catastrophe intervened to 
forever stop its completion. A st~irway, similar to that of Gazer, 
led downward to a cistern 1 the use of which has previously been 
explained. 
3. Jericho {Tell Es-SUltan): • 
The location of this 
ei te, widely famed in Biblical history 1 is at the foot of the western 
hills 1 occupying a low mound 1 about ten miles to the NW from the point 
where the Jordan River loses itself in the Dead Sea. Perhaps the his-
torically distinguishing mark of this ancient city is its reputed and1 
in point of time 1 actually strong artificial dete_nces. While the site 
was strategicfian the milita~ point of view 1 it stood isolated and 
remote from any other possible support of strong alliances; hence the 
evident Deed for extra-strong protective ramparts from a very early 
period is stressed by the excavators. While the work remains in 
process , there is considerable evidence of the early defensive walls. 
"The original site was shown by a deep and continuous section to have 
been occupied long before the Bronze Age by a people using floors) 
receptacles of beaten and stuccoed earth 1 and whose weapons were 
flint, somewhat crudely fashioned in the mesolithic style."•* 
The oldest Canaanite wall known to excavators was 
discovered at Jericho 1 having been erected in the Early Bronze 
Age 1 prior to 2500 B. c. The wall is of solid sun-dried brick 1 
with a thickness of 18 feet 1 and is undoubtedly the earliest 
defence of the city. 
•Garstang, JJ. 1 ppl3Q-133, and Duncan, DUBH., Vol. 1 1 ppll8-123. 
•• " " pp386- 387. 
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Wall-Houses at Jericho: * 
The idea of using the city 
defensive wall for the rear wall in the construction of dwellings 
within the city bas been found as a common practise of the period. 
Houses of the 2000-1800 B. C. period 1 but parts of which go back 
much farther were uncovered at Jericho. They really form a block , 
almost rectangular 1 which is divided by a narrow lane or passage 
about seven feet in width. The north section is divided by parallel 
walls into seven rooms; the walls are of brick, having a foundation 
of two or three courees of rough stones. Three of the walls are 
bonded or blilt into the city-wall 1 and of the same height as that 
wall. "The house really belongs to the earliest settlement, and bas 
been incotporated by the builders of the double brick walls, since 
the inner wall passes over part of it 1 and had been built in haste 1 
for large store jars lying in one of the rooms are actually built 
over by the wall. The date of this house is 1 therefore 1 prior to 
2000 B· c., but the slight accumulation of debris proves that it 
had not been long destroyed when the city was again rebuilt and 
fortified. The builders of the double brick walls used this houge, 
for some military purpose 1 probably extending it. Some of its walls 
are built above the walls of the earlier house. Thus we have here 
an Amorita (Canaanite) house, dating from perhaps 2500 or earlier, 
with a later adaptationpf it by the invaders who destroyed the city 
about 2000." Further characteristics of this ancient dwelling 
reveal three deep round holes on the face of the baok 1 or city-wall. 
These were made for inserting wooden beams 1 making a stairway to 
the roof of the house. The roof of this house had been level with 
the top of the oi ty-wall 1 forming a kind of tower or platform. 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 1 1 ppl55-157. 
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·~ The south side of the lane 1 among other things 1 reveal-
ed a baking oven. This was built of clay in the south-west corner 
of Room A 1 and in the opposite or north-east corner a walled off 
stone enclosure formed a cupboard or hearth; obviously this was a 
dwelling-room. There are other indications suggesti~g courtyards. 
"It should be noted that not one of the rooms of these h9\lses was 
wider than 12 to 13 feet. This seems to have been the maximum 
roof-span for wooden beams:that they found practicable. Where rooms 
'· 
were wider 1 pillars were added in the centre, and roof ~ams from 
each side met on the beam supported by the pillars.• 
.. 
c. The Evidences of ReliSion and Cultio Practises; • 
4 
The 
principals which properly come under this treatment are abundant 1 
and condensation is imperative. llacalister reminds us that it is 
--
not to be understood that the early inhabitants of Canaan were ex-
clusively engaged in worship 1 or practises of cult. This is undoubt-
edly true 1 blt the evidences are so great and significant that one 
cannot but underst~d that the life of the people was saturated 
with "other-worldliness.• 
Probably the item of most significance which dates 
from the earliest times is that of the cup-hollow. These are 
general throughout the country 1 and are found in every period. 
Some of them are found under the ruins of later civilizations, 
while others are exposed on the surface of rook formations in 
various localities. In many instances their obvious purpose is 
that of association with some cultic practise, and in other oases 
their utility to domestic purposes seems indicated. 
Maoalister suggests that there are only three likely 
•Macalister 1 TEG. 1 Vol. 2 , pp381-454; Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 2 1 pp39-l20. 
• 
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places for vvorship in_ this period 1 namely the High Place 1 the Cave-
Oracle~ and Foundation R1 tes. At just what time these oultic 
practises had their beginning it is not possible to ascertain, but 
the excavator of Gezer seems quite certain that the Semitic High 
Place had its inception between 2500 and 2000 B. c. This being 
true, it is quite probable that other cultio practises go back 
even further. 
With regard to the Rook-Cut Blaoe of Sacrifice at 
Gazer, there is the suggestiveness of orifice. This is suggested 
by the channel opening into the roof of the cave~ with the possible 
deduction that the use made of it was the passing of fluids, in-
cluding sacrificial blood, into the cave to propitiate the divini-
ties supposed to be dwelling there. 
Additional evidence of the .oultic practises of this 
period are found in the uncovering of the great central sanctuary 
at Gazer. To this there are four parts: 1. The cave. 2. The 
alignment of the pillar-stones. 3. The subsidiary bUildings. 
4. The antiquities discovered within the precincts. The history 
of the High Place here begins before the time when there was a 
i 
consecrated enclosure, such as came to be known in later periods. 
Relative to the choice of the site for the High Place, the exca-
vator points out: "It was na1 the highest part of the hill, and as 
a matter of fact occupied a hollow between two knolls, just where 
we might expect a High Place not to be. Our imperfect knowle:dge 
It of early Semitic religious thought makes any answer impossible of 
satisfaction as to why the spot was designated. Probably, or possi-
bly we are not far wrong in the idea that all other places on the 
mound were excluded from choice on the principle of taw", i. e. 
of superstition, for example the use of the great ramifying cave 
• 
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and the troglodyte crematorium on the ascent of the Eastern Hill. 
So possibly every other place on the hill-tops where caves might be 
found savored of the same taste~ and were therefore eliminated by 
the fact. The two underground chambers which were associated 
with this High Place had been originally separate cave-dwellings 
of the troglodytes. With the inauguration of the High Place~ the 
caves were connected by the cutting-of a narrow 1 crooked passage. 
The suggestion is that one chamber~ about 40 feet in diameter was 
used by a gathering or congregation of people 1 while the other cave 
which is about 8 feet wide 1 was used ~r the purpose of giving 
oracles. (Of. l Kings 6:19). "A voice issuing from the D)Outb 
of the mysterious passage would have a weird effect for a super-
stitious inquirer already perhaps ina.4e n~li:S-· hysterical by prelim-
inary ±ites or ordeals, before being admitted to the cave." In 
the larger cave was found a atone block 1 abOut 18 inches square, 
apparently used in the sacrifice of infants, since the skeleton 
of one remained upon it. 
The alignment of the standing-stones~ or monoli the 1 
is regarded by the excavator as the most important and most striking 
member of the High Place. It consists of a row of ten undressed 
pillars 1 originally 1 all but one being of local limestone. It is 
probable that stones with a religious purpose would not be dressed 
to formal shapes. "The prohibition of iron-dressing in the altar-
stones (Exodus 20 :25) is no doubt a relic of ancient tabu." The 
stones are distinguished by Macalister as follows: 
Stone #1 - Several smooth spots on the tOp suggest 
that it was so worn as a result of the constant kissing by devoted 
pilgrims., a practise not unknown in modern times. 
Stone #2 - This had a V-groove on the top with the 
' 
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suggestion of a rope running over it with the intent of hauling up 
whatever was needed while the stylite (priestly mediator sitting 
on top) was perched there. (Duncan offers the theory of the twin-
pillars oultic practise 1 i. e. god and goddess 1 reported from 
excavations at Tyre 1 Paphos, Hieropolis and Jerursalem)*. There 
was another pillar near it, but lying buried, hear the base. Also 1 
there was found a cup-hollow in the center of one aide 1 about 12 
inches from the top. 
Stone #3 - A cup-mark about 6 inches in diameter is 
the only unusual mark. 
Stone #4 - Tapers to a point at the top. 
stones #5 and #6 have no special markings. 
Stone #7 - Weather fi-ssures were noticeable 1 and geo-
logical inspection~certained certain minute crystalline formations, 
which were not to be found in the other monoliths. This suggested 
that it was quarried elsewhere 1 possibly at Jerusalem. It is possible 
that it was a. war-trophy, secured from the high place of the captured 
town 1 with the idea that in taking the stone they took also the pro-
tecting deity with them. In this respect it is interesting to com-
pare the Biblical narrative of the Philisitine capture of the Ark 
in 1 samuel iv. 3. 
Connected with the Gezer High Place was a rock-cut 1 
bell-shaped cistern, probably used for that purpose originally 1 
and later utilized for the sacrificial refuse pit, and still later 
It possibly used· for a prison for undesirables (Of. Jer. xxxvii. 16; 
xxxviii. 6). At any rate, bones of both sexes and all ages were 
found: fourteen men, two women 1 a ohild of about twelve years of 
,cl, 
age 1 and an infant. Mingled with them were found the bones of a cow, lV 
:/:./ 
sheep, deer and goat. The suggestion is further made that the site ... ~:/ 
i~',/ 
<; 
* Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 2 , p69. .;:·~;.:v J~~:~' ' ' ··, ) "~ 
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was that of a sacred spring~ and the offerings were to Ba'al of the 
underground waters. 
Abundant evidence was uncovered that the whole Hl&l 
Place area was a cemetery of new-born infants. The proximity to 
the area suggests them as sacrifices. 
The important deductions of the excavator from the 
remains at Gezer are given in summary: 
1. The oul t of the standing;).- stones. was proba. bly not 
the earliest form of worship practised on the tell. 
2. (a) The site of the High Place must be free from 
tabu. (b) The usefulness of caves for cultic rites. (c) In the 
matter of a choice for a High Place site 1 the items of trees 1 springs, 
etc. were not so important as freedom from superstition. 
3. The High Place bad its inception about 2500- 2000 B. c. 
4. The importance of the High Place was a development. 
5. The significance of war-trophy stones. 
6. The site was the scene of such celebrations as are 
d•scribed in Isaiah ltii. 3. 
7. The Canaanites· of Gezer sacrificed infant children. 
The sao rosanot nature of the fi rat bOrn was a principle de~ly rooted 
in the Semitic mind, and this fact was later anticipated and evaded 
by the substitution of some lawful animal. 
a. The High Place area afterwards was encroached upon 
because· of needed room for an increasing population 1 but this did 
' 
. ' 
not violate the holiness of the sanctuary. 
The Significance of Bab 6d-Dra: • 
Associated with the 
practises of the ancient Canaanites is the unusual significance of 
Bab >·ed-Dra. · This ancient sanctuary was uncovered by the joint 
*Albright , BASOR., No. 14 (1924) ~ pp2-12. 
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expedition of the American Schools of Oriental Research, and Xenia 
Theological Seminary. The principal objective ·was the identification 
of the site of ancient Zoar of the Old Testament. The objective 
was unfulfilled 1 probably by reason of the gradual encroachment of 
the shore-line of the Dead Sea covering that site. But what was 
disappointment in one instance 1 as it often happ~ns ~ became satis-
~ 
faction in another and unexpect.ed direction. 
The location is at the western edge of the Sahel ed-D~, 
where the road between Mezra'ah and Kerak ascends from Bab ed-Dr~, 
about five hundred feet above the Dead Sea. The location was made 
when Pere Ya.llon, a member of the party, came across some oairns 
which the Arabs had opened, disoloaing pottery of the Early Bronze 
Age. Following thi a clue 1 the party began work in earnest 1 ooming 
upon a large open-air settlement of the same period 1 and then a . 
strongly fortified acropoli a 1 more than a thousand feet in length 1 
and finally a g~9Up of fallen limestone monoliths, six in number, 
with the fragments of. a seventh. (With this compare the Alignment 
of seven monoliths at Gez•r). ''Strewn over the plain to the south 
of the acropolis were thousands of hearths and enolosures 1 both 
reotangular and oiroular 1 to judge from the foundations, whioh are 
alone preserved. Everywhere were potsherds and flint artifacts. In 
. 
the acropo~is we naturally found our best specimens, including an 
unusually fine flint knife and interesting pottery 1 one handle being 
modelled into the form of a human head (in technique resembling the 
similar 'troglodyte' head of Gezer)." The pottery, in the opinion 
of Pere Vincent, goes back to at least 2000 B. c. and possibly to 
the first centuries of the third millennium. 
"That the site of Bab ed-Dra was not a town, despite 
the acropolis appears certain from the faot that there is no deposit.£: 
,.':~:::.;/ .:l/ J 
~fl';;;,/ ··"•' j 
·•lJ'j . 
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of debris at all, either inside the fortress (except where more pre-
tentious buildings have collapsed) or outside. The presence of the 
group of masse bot 1 which must have been dragged for mi las to be 
placed where they are now, furnishes the solution of the puzzle; 
Ba.b ed-Dra must have been a holy place 1 like the later Israelite 
Gi lgal near Jericho (pace Sellin) 1 to whioh people oame on annual 
pilgrimages. The numerous hearths and foundations of enclosures are 
then the remains of the festival booths, oalled sukkot (sucooth) in 
Hebrew, where the pilgrims lived during the days of the feast. The 
fortress was presumably erected in order to protect the latter from 
sudden razziaa. The walls were bJ.ilt of rough, unhewn atones, seldom 
very large 1 to a wid:th of from three to five met res 1 with a revetment 
protecting it on the outside to the average height of five metres. 
On the northern aide the wall was rendered unnecessary by the precipi-
tous gorge of the Sei 1 ed-Dra 1 whose pure waters, moreover 1 flow 
throughout the year." 
While Albright refers to the pilgrimages of the ancient 
Oanaani tea to Bab ed-Dra as annual, he also rai sea the question whether 
successive generations of these people observed an autumnal or vernal 
ceremony. He adds: "Doubtless it was oursed with licentious cults 
similar to those of Baal-peor in northern Yoab 1 or like the darker 
practises of Sodom.n One also speculates as to the locality or 
residence from which they\;oame)and. to which they returned after the 
celebration. Albright does not believe that they came from the 
highland plains of Moab 1 some four thousand feet above the site 1 
because the population of the Plain of Moab in those days was most 
certainly nomadic in the main 1 and did not build permanent communi-
ties; also 1 Moab had its own holy places on the plain it self 1 like 
that of Ader. "It is hardly to this nomadic people 
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cribe the great fortress with its massive revetment~ reminiscent of 
Jericho, especially since the hot climate of the Ghor has always 
been the terror of the upland Bedawin 1 except in December., January 
and February. It therefore seems highly probable that Bab ed-Dra 
is a link with the Biblical Sodom and Gomorrah, and that:.an exbausti ve 
excavation of the acropolis would furnish us with much data of value 
for the reconstruction of their culture~ and doubtless for the clearer 
understanding of the depravity which tradition ascribes to thero," 
Additional support is given to this view when it is 
recalled that the site was omoe for all abandoned at abOut the time 
when Biblical tradition places the destruction of these towns, early 
in the second m~ennium B. c. 
In any event , we have in. the discovery of this site 
an unusual and unique view. of the oultic practises of the inpabitants 
of ancient Canaan. 
Cultio Practises of the Period at Ophel: • 
In the Jebu-
site period of Ophel (Jerusalem), there was found beside the southern 
staircase of the eastern causeway, a block of rook, which was isolated 
by the cutting back of the atai rcase beside it , and also by a natural 
surface slOpe to a hollow. The block is possibly an ancient altar. 
Three "pigeon-holes" in the vertical surface suggest the reception of 
votive offering~ as they face the causeway, That there was a tutelary 
deity requiring offerings as a propitiation from any entering the oity 
we maY compare Genesis xiv where Abraham's visit to Melohizedek~ king 
of Salem and priest of El-Elyon, was accompanied by the payment of 
ti thea without any obvious reason. Also , immediately behind this 
possible altar, the surface of the rook has a series of cup-marks, 
*Macalister, PEF. , Annual 1924, pp9, 57, 108, 137. 
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suggesting that a high place was connected with the ancient entrance 
to the city. There are two large cups (possibly considered as "basins"), 
then nearby there are a number of smaller cups, some going to a consider-
able depth in comparison to their diameter. "All that we can claim 
is that we have unearthed what in all probability is the oldest sanct-
uary in the Holy City." 
Additional evidence of ancient oultio practise was un-
covered in the Cremaotrium of the Neolithic Period. "This mass of 
material, I think, is to be connected with the High Place under which 
it was situated/ states Maoalister. There is likewise a possible 
connection of the crematorium remains and great Cave I. "The funnel 
of the oave comes to the surface of the rook in the next field (No.9} 
just a few ya~ds south of the High Place and the Crematorium." On 
the un.covered rook surface were found !2Yl: oval oup hollows, about 
12 inches long, 8 inches wide, and 5 inches deep. "They are all oo~ 
plate, i.e. they have not an open side to allow liquid to flow away. 
They are obviously intended to collect some material or other. Their 
arrangement also is peculiar. There is a fifth hollow which is round 
in shape and measures about 18 inches in diameter and 6 inches in 
depth. This round hollow, half of which was under the floor of the 
sewer (of' the Roman house) , occupies the center. The other four are 
out so as to radiate from it as a center, as if the whole group of 
hollows were intended to represent the sun and its rays. Had we been 
able to remove the sewer we should probably have found at least ano.t.her 
three, if not four, of these oval oup hollows completing the design. 
Just to the west of these curious cuttings 1 across the lower channel 
and partly filling it, stood the heap of reddish earth so full of neo-
lithic pottery. This heap had been thrown aside by the makers of the 
sewer 1 and we find part of it on the east side of the 
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the west. It is obvious that the heap is connected with these oval 
hollows, and the only explanation which I can suggest is that the rook 
surface with these hollows was a crematorium. On it, I suggest the 
bodies were burned. When the body was consumed the ashes remaining 
could so easily be scooped up in the hand from any or all of these 
oval oup hollows. Such at least is the explanation which seems to me 
most likely. And here comes in another very interesting discovexy 
which is probably connected with what I propose to call the Cremator-
ium. A few feet to the west of the heap and on the lower rook surface 
we found a roofless chamber out in the rook measuring 15 feet long 
by four wide and 6 feet deep. The tool marlts on this chamber and on 
the deep 'bath' and wedge-shaped basin of the High Plaoe on the Rook 
Surface 8 feet higher are all alike; and they are the same as we fou~d 
in early rook ·cuttings in Section A of Field 5, our first field •••• 
If the arrangement of these oval hollows round a large circular 
hollow is intended to represent the sun and its rays, it is possible 
that we have a olear trace of Sun-worship among the inhabitants of the 
Neolithic Period." Later in the thesis, we shall find further 
traces of this possible cult of the sun-worshippers in the great 
High Place of Petra. 
An interpreter of this period* states that the mega-
lithic monuments, or standing stones, found so generally on the 
high plateaus of Transjordania ~ and to some extent on the mountains 
west of Jerusalem, are assignable to the en4 of the Neolithic Age 
and in part to the beginning of the Early Bronze Age. Included in 
the listing are dolmens 1 i. e. "tables or chambers made of huge 
. 
slabs, menhirs or standing stones 1 cromlechs or stone circles 1 
oai rna or piles of rooks, and cyclopean walls extending along oer-
tain roads." With this idea it is interesting to compare the 
*Lode, Israel, pp41-42. 
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Old Testament narrative (Joshua iv.) of the Israelites miraculous 
crossing of the JO'rdan River, and the erection of the twelve stones 1 
each stone representing a tribe of the invaders, as a monument to 
the event and its significance. Another instance is found in 
the Old Testament (Deuteronomy iii. 11) narratiye suggesting the 
popular tradition among the Is~aeli tea that the oyolopean monuments, 
found by them upon their invasion o:f Canaan~ were set up by a raoe 
of giants 1 the Rephaim (Cf. I I Samuel v. 18; Joshua xii • 4; Genesis 
xiv. 15) 1 supposed to have occupied the country before the Canaanites. 
To support the idea 1 the reference in Deuteronomy given above ti:tlls 
of the great "iron bedstead" found near Ammon by the Israelites,· 
and reputed to have been used by Og 1 King of Bashan, and last sur-
vi vor of the Rephaim. It is understood 1 of course, that there is 
little or no foundation for the "giant" theory or trad~tion in this 
- / 
regard. It is not impossible 1 but from our present knowledge very 
improbable that it was a race of giants wh9 preceded the Amori tea 
in the occupancy o:f Canaan. As-a matter of fact the skeletal re-
mains examined from the excavations suggest people small in stature 
as the inhabitants. The question as to exactly what kind of people, 
and from whence they came 1 who incorporated these dolmens in their 
civilization, remains unanswered. 
§ummary: 
It is clear that the end of the Early Bronze 
Age witnessed a decided development and advancement in the matter of 
the civilization of Canaan. Many questions of interest and value 
which the archaeological excavations have brought to .light remain 
for future workers in the science to solve and complete. One of 
these concerns the confusion resulting from the apparently inter-
changeable use of the terms "Amori te" and 'Uanaani te". "It is now 
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generally admitted that these two names were originally those of two 
distinct races: the Amorites are supposed to have been driven up into 
the mountains by the Canaanites, especially toward the north. This 
hYPothesis would explain how the Babylonians, who were in contact 
with Syria from the third millennium, came to call the country, 
including Palestine 1 by the name Amurru , land of the Amori tesj the 
Amorites being at that time the principal inhabitants of the district. 
On the other hand, the Egyptians 1 who only came into aoti ve relations 
with Asia from about 1600, kept the name~ for central and north-
ern Syria and gave to Palestine proper, perhaps only to southern 
Palestine, that of pa-Kana•ana. Similarly in the Tell ~1-Amarna 
i 
tablets, about 1400, it is Palestine which is called Kinahhi; while 
Amurru is the region of Lebanon. From this it has been supposed 
that about the middle of the second millennium, the Canaanites, 
·-
properly so-called, had taken the hegemony from the Amori tea in the 
southern part of Syria. While the possibility of thi~ hypothesis 
may be admitted, it should nevertheless be observed that the Amo~tes 
were, in·any case, like the Canaanites, Semites in the linguistic 
sense, which is the sense in which we understand the term today j tor 1 
judging by their proper names 1 they spoke a Semitic tongue." • 
While the foregoing interpretation is very suggestive, 
the writer of the thesis is inclined to the view that whatever might 
have been the original distinctions of racial characteristics, which 
apparently could never have been very decided 1 between the Amori tea 
and the Canaani tea 1 the names applied as such came to be applied 
more as a result of the more rapid advancement and development of 
the peoples inhabiting the sea-coast of Palestine with their conse-
quent contact with other races, than of anything else. Thus the 
Phoenicians 1 who referred to themselves as Canaanitio, also re-
*Lods, Israel, pp54-55. 
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garded themselves as immigrants or invaders. "According to Herodotus 
(vii. 98) they claimed to have come from the shore of the Erythrean 
Sea."• There seems to be a hidden distinction in the use of the 
name, the significance of which has not exactly been ascertained, 
t but which may mean a difference in personal cultural appraisal, an 
exampl~ of which we have, among many others, in the genetic and 
historic use of the term "heathen." This was applied by those who 
had accepted Christianity to the "dwellers on the heath" who con-
tinued pagan practises. In contradistinction to this example, 
• 
the Canaanites may have applied the name to themselves, or had it 
applied by others because of some oul tural distinction, which in 
the passing of time was regarded as official, and so "Ganaani te" 
came into general usage. It is quite possible that this may be 
regarded as romancing, but seemingly no more so than some of the 
theories advanced. 
The distinctive qualities of pottery, and the develop-
ment in defensive constructions are traceable throughout this period. 
Various sites have given evidence of this fact by means of the 
uncovered remains. Oultic practises have been general, and the~r 
comparison and reconstruction have yielded satisfactory results, 
cut with no final conclusions in several instances. These must 
*wait further excavations and their results • 
•Lod&, Israel, p54. 
Chapter IV 
The Middle Canaanite Period- Sec~>nd Bro~ze Age, 2000 to 1€00 B. c. 
As we come to the consideration of this period there is much 
more available knowledge than we have had by reason of the fact that 
historical sources are more reliable and available. Also there is the 
advantage of a preVious background centering in the Early Bronze Age 
sources. 
A. Historical Introduction in Outline: • 
When this "age began 
the Great House of Hammurabi of Babylon was still vigorous and influ-
ential. The foundations were fact decaying, however, and in 1926 
Babylon the great fell before what was probably a Hittite attack, 
invasion, and mastery. Migrant peoples from the north were in ferment 
and Lower Mesopotamia soon came under the dominance of the Kaesi tea, a 
barbarous and uncivilized. race who contrlb.lted nothing and took uuch 
from their militarily weat rut otherwise more capable victims. These 
marauding nomads seized the throne of Babylon abo'..tt 1761 B. c. and 
exercised rule for centuries .. down to the time of the Biblical "Judges." 
This fall of Babylon had a far-reaching effect on the life of the inhab-
itants of Canaan who were apparently left to th~r freedom and developed 
numerous petty ci ty-etat es or kingdoms in consequence. The xomanti c 
tale of Sinuhe 1 an Egyptian fugitive from justice, and of high official 
rank, describes conditions either in or just prior to thie period in 
which we are given to understand that there were well regulated poli ti-
cal conditions in Canaan, b.lt without a central government. The heads of 
the ruling elements were probably Indo-Iranian 1 and for the fi ret time 
Syria and Canaan formed the center of a mighty kingdom at retching, 1 t 
would seem, over a part of Asia Minor and the Aegean islands. There were 
introduced new stra-
*Loda , Israel , pp43-46; Wood, JBL. 1 Vol. 35-36 1 f)pl63-165. 
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tegi c methods of warfare 1 namely the hone and chariot 1 with the 
. . 
feudal nobility sharing sovereignty over conquered peoples. These 
vaJ;'d.ous races in political and social ferment overflowed into Egypt 1 
where the Egyptians were evidently caught unprepared and the Hyksos, 
Semites from the north, conquered and ruled for at least four hundred 
years, and possibly a century or more longer. It is suggested that 
. the name Ka-n- '-na, Canaan 1 used at this time by an Egyptian king 
may have originated with the Hyksos invaders. 
There is practically a unanimous opinion regarding the 
date ~imit of the Early Bronze Age as 2000 B. C. This is ascer-
tained by the next stratum in which the pottery remains Qre definitely 
in the Hyksos Dynasty of EgYPt 1 using Egyptianrexcavations as the 
criteria of comparison with the several excavated Palestinian sites. 
Pottery remains of purely Hyksos manufacture are in 
) 
evidence in Palest.ine 1 and with it many remains of localised imitations. 
"The pottery of t~is period is so totally distinct in form, compo-
sition, finish 1 and decoration from that of the previous period, 
and has in many respects so completely supplanted it , that we are 
justified in using the year 2000 as theearlierdate limit of the 
.. 
next. The later date limit 1600 is fixed by the Egyptian domination 
of the XVIII Dynasty. This does not by any means imply that the 
earlier civilization was entirely supplanted by a fresh invasion 
from another source. On the contrary, the permanence of certain 
peculiar tYpes and methods of manufacture and finish point to the 
people remaining the same, and indicate that their tastes and methods 
had merely been modified by outside influences."* 
With the entrance to this Middle or Second Bronze 
period, the archaeological results are more satisfying than the 
civilization or civilizations preceding it. While holding undeni-
*Duncan 1 DUBH. , Vol. 1 1 p67. 
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able evidences of the Early Bronze Age, many oharaoteris:ti os are 
decidedly innovations. The Hyksos influence is predominant. Of 
special value in this instance has been the work at Beth-Pelet 
(Tell el-Fara) by Sir William Flinders Petrie*, which has provided 
evidence of the culture and the political power of the Hyksos 
people. It is practically certain that they were of the kin of 
Abraham 1 and nomadio 1 yet possessing considerable civilization. 
Of special significance is one scarab uncovered at Beth-Pelet. It 
is of the well known vtzier Bar, or Hal type. These are the vari-
ants in the hieroglYPhics of the Palestinian art: "The !!! plant 
has the three stems radiating from a centre instead of rising from 
a flat base; the Bi crown has a triangular body, more like the 
primitive form; and the ~sign is like a twisted whip. The con-
clusion from these scarabs is that Har was vtzier over both Pales-
tine and Egypt 1 and that therefore 1 as late as the middle or end 
of the XVIth dynasty 1 there was a united rule of a single Hyksos 
king over bo.th countries. This is the first piece of political 
information which shows how long the Hyksos supremacy was effect-
ive1 and disposes of the frequent assertion that they were only a 
herd of local rulers who were contemporary. The nature of the vari-
ants of the signs shows that the engraver knew their origins 1 and 
was not blindly copying them. The scarab was made to order 1 with 
its full meaning 1 and was not an ignorant transcript. A striking 
fact is that the god most usually represented on the saorabs is Ra~ 
throughout this Hyksos age. It reflects on the veracity of Hatshep-
sut in saying that the Hyksos 'knew not Ra.'" 
The excavation of Hyksos graves at Beth-Pelet makes 
possible the deduction~ from the evidences at hand 1 that this race 
*Petrie 1 Beth-Pelet I 1 pp~6. 
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was in Canaan (Palestine) as an influential politiGal, social and 
religious force as early as 2375 B. c. The scarabs in the Hyksos 
graves at Beth-Pelet also make probable the XV--XVI Dynasties of 
Egypt as the Hyksos, being coatemporary with the XIII --XVII of 
Southern or Lower Egypt.• 
Possibly at this point it is best to interject the 
dissenting opinion of Prof. Albright regarding the name of the 
site 1 as follows: "The site of Tell el-Fari' is exceedingly at rong 
and the topographic location is admirably adopted for Shazuhen, 
a town of Simeon, which was one of the centres of the Hyksos, 
and resisted the Egyptian arms for three .yearsafter the expulsion 
of the Hyksos from Egypt. Moreover 1 Sharuhen was also among the 
towns conquered by Shishak. The identification with Beth-Pelet 
proposed by Petrie 1 is quite without foundation."** 
This Middle Bronze period, judging from the eviao,nces 
extant, must have been characterised by maritime enterprise, com~erce 
and trade. Aegean influences seem decided, and the peoples adjacent 
to the Mediterranean reveal much intezplay of life and thought. 
Growing material wealth and prosperity were indicative also of some-
thing else: jealousy of neighboring pe~ples with attempts, some-
times successful, of conquest and subjection. For this reason of 
warlike activity 1 alliances among local kings and rulers 1 and national 
consolidation with strongly walled cities were a necessity for con-
tinued existence. Examples of these found are Jericho 1 Lachish, 
Beth-Pelet 1 Jerusalem 1 Megiddo, Ta 'anach and others. The fact that 
the tbough'tand energy of the people were beginning to be centered on 
personal and national preservation against foreign invasion may 
account for an increasing lack of original! ty and individual! ty, 
•Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 1, p68; Tufnell 1 Beth-Pelet I, ppll-13. 
••Albright 1 BASOR. 1 No. 33, 1929, p?. 
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with the tendency to purchase and imitate the wares of other peoples. 
The Hittites: 
During this same period, Palestine began 
to feel the impact of a new racial source, the Hittites. This race, 
referred to as the Hatti in the Tell el-Amarna tablets, were "a group 
of peoples from Asia Minor, differing in speech and perhaps in 
racial origin, but no doubt containing Indo-Eu~pean elements. Their 
capital was at Hatti or Hattusas (the modern Boghaz} near Angora), 
.. 
and they were united under the forceful rule of King Hattuail•"* 
Prof. Hrozny'a translation of the Hittite inscription 
of Annitas reveals that the Hittites originated in south Russia 
before invading Asia Minor and conquering the Khatti about 2000 B. O. 
At any rate, their advance into Canaan appears to have been devas-
tating and unchecked. The ruins in many excavated fortifications 
revealing forced destruction, and soon after this the erection of 
new fortifications - both abOut 2000 B. O. - point to the military 
prowess of these invaders. Prof. Albright places the conqu-est of 
Palestine b.Y the Hittites at about the same time of their over-
throw of the first Babylonian dynasty,l870- 1742. 
The Rev. J. Garrow Duncan, a field-worker of discern-
ible experience and ability, has advanced the theory of the practical 
identification of the Hyksos and Hittites in Palestine, and uses 
substantial reasons for his View: "It is curiously interesting that, 
contemporary with the arrival of the Hit ti tea in Palestine , we should 
find this new class of pottery which we call Hyksos, and yet find 
no pottery which we can definitely describe as Hittite. No site 
excavated and published has even a single plate or page descriptive 
of Hittite pottery or other Hittite remains found in Palestine, 
*Lode, Israel, p48. 
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but practically every site produces abundance of Hyksos ware. A 
great oivi.lization like the Hittite could not fail to leave ablnd-
ant traces of its individuality~ yet we find nothing that we can 
assign to them. We cannot dispute their presence in Syria and Pales-
tine~ nor can we regard their civilization as identical with the 
Amori te. The whole problem seems to me to rest on the identity 
and origin of the Hyksos or Shepherd Kings of Egypt.•• 
Over against this view we may place the somewhat. 
suggestive fact that the Hyksos and Hittites are seemingly regarded 
as distinct peoples by the authors of the EgyPtian inscriptions. 
However 1 until more definite information is forthcoming about 
Hittite culture in Canaan~ I shall incline toward Yr. Duncan's 
views. 
B. The Pottery Evidences of the Period: •• 
Progress and 
refinement are not unnatural or unexpected developments of the period 
in the art of pottery manufacture. The ingredients of clay and 
flint are more carefully prepared 1 especially in the matter of fine-
ness. The '('Iars indicates better baking 1 and rather thinner texture. 
Ledge-handle jars and oord-eye-handle vessels~ while somewhat rare 1 
are types carried over from the Early Bronze Age. Other recognised 
ware includes water and oil jars 1 and small pointed-base juglet s 
for removing the contents of the larger vessels. Better methods of 
baking made burnishing less necessary for guarding against porous-
ness 1 and the glossy surface of the Early Bronze is somewhat elimin-
ated~ making more easily traceable the pebble-marks. Where burnish-
ing was done 1 decorative features were probably the primary reason 1 
and was used as a substitute for fused glazing 1 used by the Egyptians 
but never learned by the Canaanites. The fine combing of the ~arly 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. l1 p69. 
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Bronze Age persists through this period 1 blt practically disappears 
at its close 1 1600 B. c., although revived in decorative forms at a 
later time. 
Hyksoa Pottery Remains: 
Since the influence of the period 
is known to be decidedly that of the Hyksos 1 their pottery remains, 
from which that influence, in i te extent 1 is judged 1 are invaluable. 
Mr. Duncan divides the Hyksos ware into four classes or distinguish-
ing characteristics: 
1. The button-base loop-hAndle juga. The name is well 
applied, and the form is eo novel as to be unquestionably identified 
with only Hyksos sites. In EgyPt they were found at Tell el-Yahudi-
yeh 1 the ancient fort Avari s of the Byksos. The Palestinian types 
are characterised by an even smaller base than those found in Egypt. 
In this fact there is the suggestion that the Palestinian form is 
earlier, which would give strength to the theory that the Shepherd-
Kings in Egypt were invaders from Canaan. 
2. The double strand handle cylindrical jug. The base 
is usually flat 1 the body a perfect cylinder and of squat shape. The 
shoulders have a gradual slOpe up to a narrow neck. The type was 
found at Tell el- Yahudiyeh, and other places in Egypt, and differs 
from the Pal~'stinian only in having a more shapely handle. These 
first and second tyPes date from toward1.: the end of the Early Bronze 
Age, and implies that Byksos culture was general in Palestine before 
2000 B. a. 1 this theory finding support from the uncovering of the 
Beth-Pelet tombs. 
3. Elongated oonioal jug. This type poss6kes neither 
neok nor spout 1 but is carried with a small lOOp-handle running 
down the side a few inches from the brim. "These vessels have 
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bluntly-pointed bases 1 and are exact duplicates of the well-known 
Hyksos handleless jugs, many of which we found at Tell-el- Yahudiyeh 1 
in every respect except that the Palestinian form has this awkward 
loop-handle at the top ••• It is a notable faot that the loop-
handle is found in Palestine on the earliest forma of pottery known, 
while in Egypt it seldom or never occurs until later periods. Thus 
in Naqada ware the loop-handle is practically absent, though the 
ware is the same as the Early Bronze Amorita ware, in which the 
loop-handle is quite common." • 
4. Pottery ring-stands. Obviously the use of this 
utensil is for keeping upright the pointed-base vessel, and is 
apparently an invention for use on the compacted earthen floor 
of the dwelling. Originally the pointed-base vessel was stuok 
into the sand, but in the passing of time its use having become 
more general, some invention for holding it was necessary where. 
loose sand was not readily available. Henoe the ring-stand was 
used for the puxpose of holding it an upright position. These 
ring-stands are innovations of the Middle Bronze period in Pales-
tine , although the pointed-base ware ante-date them and were in 
general use from an early period. However, the ring-stands date 
further baok in Egypt and were abundant in the Naqada remains, 
and ~lao at Tell el-Yahudiyeh. 
In the Hy'ksos tombs at Beth-Pel:et 1 carinated bOwls 
and large squash shaped bowls 1 with the common small spout sauoer 
lamps were uncovered, suggesting that these tY,pea were of Hyksos 
origin. 
Canaanite (or Amorita) Potteg Remains: 
Some other dis-
tinotive pottery tyPes of this period, the Middle Bronze, are 
•nuncan, DtJBH., Vol. 1, p75-76. 
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probably Canaanite. 
1. Trumpet-base bowls.· These may be CYPriote in origin 1 
since they are "almost cyma-shape." They are of varying heights 1 
2 to 8 inches 1 and many are painted. 
2. V-shaped bowls. These were also found in the later 
imported or foreign ware of Naqada 1 about 4000 B. C. and also 
form a link with the Early Bronze Age. 
3. Canaanite sauc'r lamp with round base 1 and small 
·pinched spout. This is evidently an innovation of this period. 
4. Filter fillers. These were made by piercing holes 
in the bottom ofdisused jugs. 
"In decoration 1 the potter of this perlod is muoh more 
ambitious and elaborate both in design and in the use of his colours. 
He attempts landscapes 1 figures of birds and other animals 1 trees 
and even fi~res of men. The metope and frieze decoration is also 
common both on Mycenean imported ware and on looal imitations." • 
0. Canaanite Constructions of the M1 ddle Bronze Age: '· 
One 
imme4.fate difficulty confronts anyone attempting to interpret the 
\ . 
const1"4ctions of this period~ and of succeeding periods: ~s one 
. • "$ . 
people o:r· culture subdued or succeeded another 1 original or pre-
ceding foundations and materials were uaed and incorporated into 
new or rebuilt work. Hence overlapping and interweaving occur 
causing difficulty in exact dating. Representative and important 
sites will be considered: 
1. Gazer Palace-Fort: This construction dates from 
about 2000 B. c. and is made of stone. The fort commanded the 
south gate inside the two brick towers. It also controlled the 
water-supply 1 so necessary in a time of attack 1 by a stairway 
•Duncan , DUBH. , Vol. 1 , p?S 
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leading from the centre of the large courty~~rd to a de~p under-
ground spring. Some chambers of the place excavated were apparent-
ly used for the storage of grain as several jars with burnt remains· 
were found. Pillar>~~ bases were uncovered 1 and it was evtdent that 
the use of these slabs of stone~ laid under the supporting wooden 
pillars~ was to prevent the supports from sinking into the earthen 
floor. The roof was evidently of wooden beams covered with "wattle 
and mud" which made it very heavy. The author and excavator 
comments 1 apparently with his thoughts on the story of Samson's 
physical prowess as related in the Old Testament ~ as follows: "The 
slipping of two of these pillars off their bases would have been 
quite a possible feat for a strong man and would cause the collapse 
of the roof.n• Another large room 1 the roof of which had rested 
on massive stone bases~ had been used 1 it would appear~ for some 
public purpose such as a judgment hall. 
Other sites where similar constructions have been 
found are Ta'anach, Lachish 1 and Jericho. "These public wildings 
are of such massive construction as indicates that they were prac-
tically forts or citadels within the city: and it is very probable 
that in every fortified Amorita town at least one tower on the 
wall or within the town was the residence of a governor~ or 1 king' 
t~n the Old Testament sense~ in which the public archives and public 
treasures were preserved. SUch instances as have been found con-
firm this. Special care 1 for instance 1 was taken to secure an in-
dependent water-supply for these palace-forts: and space was pro-
' vided for storing supplies of food to meet emergencies. They were 
also frequently near to and commanded one of the city gates~ so 
that escape or secret egress might be possible when necessary. On 
the approach of an enemy the governor could thus make an early es-
cape 1 remove treasures to a safe place~ or defend his palace as 
*Duncan~ DUBH. ~ Vol. 1 ~ ppl47-148. 
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he chose." • 
2 ~ Ta 'anach: 
Among the earliest Canaanite defences, dating:; 
from about 2000 B. o. , sun-dried bricks, some square and others 
rectangular, bore the impress of stamps or potters• marks. Traces 
of Hi tti te;;.construction were found in the fact that they favored 
atone-walled defences. Here the stone-walled fort of the period 
contained material of hard limestone which must have been carried 
from a somewhat distant point. It is evident that in the re-
constructions under David and Solomon, earlier Canaanite remains 
were used and inc()rporated in the work. 
3. Gerar: 
Tell Jemmeh 1 as this site is now known, is 
only a short distance from Gaza 1 a tout eight miles southward 1 and 
about an equal distance from the sea. It comprises some fifty 
feet of ruins, built upon a natural hill about fifty feet above 
the Wady Ghuzzeh. It is on the direct road from Egypt to Jerusalem. 
"It also flanks the coast road from Egypt, so that it must be held 
by any who depend on the direct road to Gaza and the north 1 and it 
provided a bridle on the Edomite tribes to prevent their raiding 
the coast road. Its importance therefore makes it one of the 
most favourable places for fixing the relation of Egypt to the 
products of Palestine 1 and so dating them as a basis for the arch-
aeology." This device for exactness in dating is consistently 
carried out by Petrie, and he gi vas the foot level, with the reign-
ing people as the blilders 1 and relates each level with the 
contemporary dynasty. With each date and reign is thus linked 
the excavated evidence .• Further treatment will be made of the 
.. 
site under the Late Bronze Age division of the thesis. 
*Pet ria 1 Gerar, p4. 
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The richest parts of the remains from an archaeological viewpoint 
come from the Hyksos period of its occupation (2000- 1200 B. c.) 
Petrie estimates 1 however 1 that from the unexoava.t ed parts of 
the mound 1 the earliest settlement goes back at least to 2600 1 
and possibly as far as 3400 B. c. 
Mason;z as a means of dating: 
There was a time·when 
archaeologists believed that the use of masonry for the pu-rpose of~ 
dating in Palestinian excavations was uncertain 1 and therefore of 
little value. This no longer holds true~ since the general conclu-
sion that the Cyclopean type of masonry is peculiar to the Canaanites, 
and is found without question at Jeblsi te, Amori te and Hittite si tee. 
Further 1 the "bossed and drafted masonry of Samaria • • • and the 
peculiar Solomonic dressing" are other distinguishing oharaoteristios 
now in general use by fi.eld workers for the purpose of determin!ng the 
period ofr·.construotion. • It is perhaps worth noting that the lime-
stone rook of Palestine while it remains underground is very soft 
and easily worked. For this reason we are not surprised at the 
cave-dwells~· ability to fashion it to his primitive uses. However, 
upon exposure to the sun and dry climate of the country the material 
becomes very hard. 
D. Canaanite Art of the Period: 
Probably the earliest 
attempts at "making" things with regard to Oanaanitic civilization 
has to do with flints. Utility in this instance was "the mother of 
invention." The recognised need of tools, knives, etc. among 
the cave-dwellers resulted in fashioning what were at first crude 
implements. Later these developed by necessary adaptation to 
changing modes of living. Knives for cutting, chisels for build-
ing and fashioning 1 scrapers for smoothing 1 are recovered evidences 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. l1 p213. 
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of the earliest periods and onward. These early attempts of the art 
of tool-making are of course based on stone material!'s.. Using the 
remains of Gezer as a representative instance 1 tae period before 
2000 B. c. revealed small advance or development in the making of 
primitive tools. "When bronze began to be used, flint was still 
retained, doubtless on account of cheapness; but gradually it was 
relegated to a very secondary position 1 and the workmanship deteri-
orated accordingly." • Probably the finest and most complete 
collection of Palestinian flints is that collected by Petrie at 
Beth-Pelet 1 or to be more exaQt, they were recovered from the stream 
bed of the Wady Ghuzzeh by boys employed for the purpose. 
"There is little doubt that the Amorites themselves 
worked both gold and silver in their earliest civilization." The 
earliest specimens recovered 1 however 1 belong in the Middle Bronze 
period and were found by Macalister at Gezer, and indicate that the 
Canaanites were skilled in the working of gold. "They knew h.ow to 
beat it into leaf and ornament it in repousse. They cast and ham-
mered it into any shape required, and they drew it into wire and 
used it for ornamental purposes in this form." Macalister found 
examples of all of these at Gazer. "The earliest specimen:is an 
armlet of beaten leaf of gold found in Cave 28 II 1 with a 'hook 
and eye' fastening of gold wire. This cannot date earlier than 
2000 B. C •" At Gezer the artisan used the gold from ingots~ two 
specimens being found in the Gezer debris.•• 
The use of beads of many shapes and materials was 
general throughout Palestinian history. They are, however, 
difficult to classify. 
E. Evidences of Religion and Cultic Practises: 
"Family 
worship" seems to have been a practise of ancient times, including 
*Duncan, DUBH. ~Vol. 2, ppl89-196; **ibid pp229-230. 
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the Middle Bronze period, The most common evidence found has _been 
the small portable incense altar. These have been found at Ophel ~ 
Gazer 1 and Gerar. Some have; "incised geometrical patterns~ tri-
angles and rhombi shaded and unshaded" and well drawn,• Some have 
decorations of animal figures; others have drawings of trees beside 
a cistern mouth~ bOrdered with a geometrical design. "These meas~ 
ure rough~y about 3 inches square and 2t to· 3 inches deep. They 
are cut in sof~:.~whi te limestone~ some being cubes and some oblong. n 
Others are of varying size. These small house-altars appear to 
have been in use among the Canaanites from possibly as far back as 
2000 B. c. and they continued throughout the Hebrew occupation. 
We may say 1 therefore~ that the b.lrning of incense as a religious 
rite began in Palestine with the Amorites ~or possibly the Hittites."* 
Also coming within this period is a miniature shrine, 
dating from 1800 - 1400 B. C. 1 found at Gazer. "It is made of 
hard-baked pottery 1 and consists of a floor slab seven-eights of 
an inch thick which serves as an open forecourt (12 inches broad 
and 4i inches deep). . Behind this was the sanctum, which has al-
mo·st completely disappeared. In the centre of its front wall had 
been a door (about 8 inches square), and at each end of this wall 
was a curious figure on a rude chair. Each wears a high conical 
cap. The nose overspreads most of the face • The eyes are circu-
lar pellets of clay 1 moulded and stuck on. The ears are enormous 
in proportion. The hands rest on the knees. The feet also appear 
to be detailed. About midway between each figure and the door 
are two tiny vats, merely semicircles against the wall (1 inch in 
diameter and lt inches high). These miniature vats may represent 
lavers for purification in a full-sized shrine. Of the size of 
the shrine or the image within, it is impossible to speak, so . 
"'Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 2 , p9 6. 
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little is left. The nose 1 eyes, and ears of this figure are the 
same as found on the Astarte from Ta 1anach with ear-rings 1 and on 
the figure seated in a chariot from Gerar. The cap appears to be 
Assyrian. This seems to be a shrine of Astarte." * 
Another cultic prae&se dating from this period onwards 
iS that .of the Foundation Sacrifice.•• This rite took place at 
the "dedication" of a building. In one instance at Gazer 1 remains 
were found of a woman of advanced age, deposited in a hollow left 
for the purp~se in the corner of a building. Macalister draws 
attention to a small &owl:: left near the head~ and nearby a two-
handled jar. The foundation sacrifice of the adult or the adoles-
cent victims seemed rare in comparison with the number of infants 
or very young children 1 whose remains were found under the corners 
of houses, signifying the meaning of their place of burial. The 
instance of the rather aged woman noted above is interpreted to 
mean that on occasion persons who had spent their usefulness, and 
might be a burden to the community wete substituted £in the foun-
dation sacrifice instead of the inf~t or young child. "The jar 
burial of an infant at the south-west corner of the west fort of 
Ta 1anach 1 close to the outlying gate-tower, is, I think, an instance 
of a 'completion' sacrifice of a child, offered up when the build-
ing of the gate was finished (see I Kings xvi. 34). In this jar-
burial the child is considered to have been abOut ten years of 
age 1 which makes Hiel 'a sacrifice of his oldest and his youngest 
sons quite possible. The sacrifices were not Decessarily newly-
born infants." There is one instance of remains uncovered at 
Megiddo where the victim appears to have been buried alive in 
*Duncan 1 DUBH. 1 Vol. 2 , pp95-100. 
•• " " " " . ppl68-175; Macalister I TEG. I Vol. a I pp-426-437. 
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the fulfillment of the rite. "In these graves the floor was paved 
with cobble-stones, the interstices being filled with ashes, charred 
wood, earth, and rubble. On this floor lay in one case a child's 
body on its back with the knees drawn up towards the chin and the 
arms raised. The position of the bOdy almost suggests that the 
child had been ~laced there and left to die. The body as it la7 
measured 22 inches. It was surrounded by a rough wall of three 
courses of field atones, to a height of 16 inches. This grave was 
in the room of a house , and had been made immediately after the 
room was finished." 
F. Archaeological Evidences and Biblical Parallels: • 
"The 
supreme test of historical accuracy and trustworthiness is not a 
chronological scheme, but historical parallels" says Dr. Kyle. The 
science of archaeology would appear to support the statement. It 
seems proper, therefore, in considering the civilization of Canaan 
in the light of archaeology to include, periodically, whatever 
available evidence we have uncovered whioh is related in any way 
to the Biblical narrative, For that reason, the following well-
stated parallels are included: 
Parallel I - The Destruction of the Cities of the Plain. 
From the knowledge gained from the excavations at Bab ed-Dra, 
whioh established early Canaanite associations, there is opportunity 
for comparison. "The cultural history of the Jordan Valley reveals 
exactly such a break in that same Early Bronze Age as shown at Bab 
ed-Dra 'a·"·'. "The earliest tyPes of the pottery were found at the 
high place at Bab ed-Dra'a. Then comes the 'great Break 1 in the 
civilization of the plain, exactly suoh as should be expected from 
such a catastrophe as recorded in Genesis of the Cities of the Plain, 
~· *Kyle , BS. , Apri 1 1930 , pp382-404. 
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so that for twenty-five hundred years thereafter there is no trace. 
of civilization on the plain, as there is no trace of history of 
this region in the Biblical record in the Old Testament or the New 
or even in secular history, except some mention of the ruins there 
by classical writers." (Five cities: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
Zeboim, and Zoar). 
Parallel II 
Age at Kirjath-sepher. 
The "great break" and the Early Bronze 
"The types of pottery of the Early Bronze 
Age at Kirjath-sepher are exac~ly those of the Early Bronze.Age at 
Bab ed-Dra'a. There are the same crimped ledge handles, the same 
inverted rims, the same coarse but strong pottery •••••.• Here , than, 
at Kirjath-sepher is another historical parallel. At the very time 
of the 'great break' in the Jordan Valley, when the oities.of the 
plain were destroyed, the earliest city here on this mountain top 
was standing, the beginning of the great fortress of Kirjath-sepher." 
Parallel III - The Early Bronze Age at Kirjath-sepher 
and the XIIth and the early XIIIth Dynasties of Egypt. "The peuuliar 
types of the Early Bronze Age found at Bab ed-Dra'a an~ also at Kir-
jath-sepher were likewise found at Gazer by Macalister. In the same 
stratum, at this latter plaoe, ·"ere found the scarabs of this XIIth 
and early XIIIth Dynasties. The Pharoahs of these d~nasties oan be 
definitely dated very early in the 19th centUTY B. c. These facts 
lead us directly to the fourth parallel." 
Parallel IV - The time of the XIIth and XIIIth Dy~asties 
and the story of Abraham and Lot. With the facts of Parallel III in 
mind 1 and the date in the 19th century B. C., the story of Abraham 
and Lot and the destruction of the cities of the plain in the Jordan 
valley are also at the b~ginning of the 19th century B. C. "A long 
oontroversey has been waged among Assyriologists as to the date of 
liZ z rs 
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the early dynasties of Babylon~ and so as to the time of the call 
and migration of Abraham. The tendency now is to place that event 
as late in the 20th century or early in the 19th. With this, it is 
now seen~ the discoveries in Palestinian aul ture qui te:~agree. Per-
haps this is as near to exact chronological data for this period as 
can ever be reached. .These historical parallels are conclusive 
for ·the accuracy of the historical records as those of real events, 
and are not like~y ever to be seriously disputed." 
Parallel V - Abraham and Lot - 645 years before the 
Exodus. "The date of the Abraham and Lot episode is now pretty · 
definitely settled as near the beginning of the 19th century B.C. 
This is however the estimate of a"consensus of opinion" and neither 
definite nor complete. "Another interesting parallel may be set 
over against these data; the burning of the city of Kirjath-sepber 
by Othniel at the time of the conquest is most definitely determined 
as having been at the beginning of the Iron Age ••• which in Pales-
tine has been determined by the work of Sir Flinders Petrie at the 
iron smelting furnaces at Gerar. As the Exodus must have occurred 
some half century previous (40 years in the wilderness and about 
10 years in Palestine before the taking of Kirjath~sepher) the 
Exodus would have taken place about 1325 ~ which is just 645 years 
after the early part of the 19th century. It must be admitted 
that not all of these dates are yet settled to the satisfaction 
of everybody 1 notwithstanding the historical parallel just recorded. 
It is close enoug~~ however~ to be most interesting and even strik-
ring ·" 
Parallel VI - The social and political conditions in 
the days of Lot - and similar conditions in theAbrahamic age at 
Kirjath-sepher and later at Gibeah, and in contrast with the 
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totally different conditions in the 8th and 7th centuries B. c. 
In the warning given to Lot (see Genesis 19) by two men, reputed 
angels, near the end of the day, it was proposed by the men that 
they remain without in the street of the city of Sodom through the 
night. Fearing adverse consequences from thi a 1 since he knew the 
inhabitants of the city 1 he urged them to be sheltered within his 
house for the night. His foresightedness prov.ed right 1 for a mob 
of men collected at his door demanding deliverance to them of the 
two men. Lot remonstrated with'the mob, but without avail. The 
door of the dwelling was, however, mob-proof. "Just such a house 
appeared in the ruins at Kirjath-sepher in the city of the Abra-
hamic age. It was a large, well-furnished court with arrangements 
for· preparing food, as wtll as for heating, for the comfort of the 
inmates. This house had strong walls and the doorway toward the 
street in which was hung a heavy door. The great door socket 
revealed the weight of the door in situ. Thus the story of Lot 
and the angels and the mob exactly fits the sociological and 
political conditions of the times. There was evidently not very 
good police protection. The same conditions are revealed in the 
tragio soenee at Gibeah in the slaughter of the Benjamites. This 
occurred in Early Iron I. In that age is shown in the B-level at 
Kirjath-sepher still the great door sockets revealing heavy-doors, 
as in the time of Lot at Sodom." These facts are significant in . 
comparison with the conditions prevailing in the middle of the 
period of the Kings of Judah 1 the 8th and 7th centuries B. C. The 
city of~ time at Kirjath-sepher is very clearly set forth. 
"Door sockets are practically unknown" and where shown indicate 
only a light door. Evidently the oity was a safe place in which 
to live 1 and police protection adequate. "Such an accurate reflec-
•,mw,snrnmmr;m=w...,.sss·mmnl.nlil...,nrrr 'rr 
#68. 
tion of social and political customs in the days of Lot could only 
be provided by being in some way documented at a time when such 
condi tiona existed. Written only in the 8th or 7th csntury 1 it 
certainly would have reflected the totally different conditions 
of life belonging to those later times. They. had then no thought 
of making doors to resist mobs." 
Parallel VII - The dim Vision of the "pest" in Egypt -
and the turmoil of the Hyksoa times 1 Middle Bronze Age at Kirjath-
sepher. The ethnic name of the Hyksos is never given by the 
Egyptians in their account of the reign of these foreign peoples. 
Instead they called them by opp~obrious· epithets, among which is 
"past," which is in the story of Joseph and is translated as 
"abomination" ·(Hebrew toabah). Following the expulsion of the 
Hyksos peopLe, the national pride of the EgYPtian people so 
exerted itself that every possible trace of the influence of the 
"pest" people was eradicated, so that it is only indirectly that 
anything is to be learned of them 1 and little at that. In the 
excavation of Kirjath-aepher the Middle Bronze Age presents to 
us not one city, but six. "The debris is a continuous succession 
of burned levels with beds of charcoal, deep layers of lime and 
calcined limestone •" Hyksos influence is attested in pottery, 
scarabs, and small black juglets. These things throughout the 
Middle Bronze period 1 which synchronizes with theXIIth and XIIIth 
dynasties in Egypt and many burnings of the Middle Bronze Age 1 
show a condition of turmoil agreeing with Hyksos times. 
Summary: 
The Middle Bronze Age in Canaan is marked by 
the Hyksos influence and domination from their rulership in Egypt. 
The question of the Hittite aulture and influence, because of 
#69. 
the known invasion and apparently unchecked conquest by them in 
Canaan at the beginning of the period 1 has already been discussed. 
The suggestion of their practical identity with the Hyksos seems 
well supported. It seems that there was a break in the influ-
ence of the Assyrian over this land during the first two centuries 
of the second millennium B. a. 1 and before the rising power of 
Egypt began to ex~Jrt itself 1 subsequent to the Hyksoa overthrow. 
The "breathing space" of outside political domination accounts 
for the formation of the small city-states and their alliances. 
It seems evident that the period was also marked by 
increasing commerce and trade 1 with Aegean influences very marked. 
This interchange of materials and ideas also resulted in the 
ultimate need for stronger defences against possible attack. 
The point is made that there seems to be a lack of originality 
and individuality probably because the attention was more concen-
trated in national defence. 
Most interesting 1 from the standpoint of the thesis 
writer at least 1 is the Biblical paralleL.) which by ita interpre-
tation of archaeological remains, not only makes the science of 
religious importance, but of positive historical value as well. 
:/1=70. 
Chapter V 
The Late Canaanite Period- Third Bronze Age 1 1600 to 1200 B. c. 
The available archaeological sources for thfs, pt:triod 
', 
are prolific. That c;ioes not mean 1 however 1 that every question 
bas been answered 1 and ~very problem solved. Especially has the 
understanding of the period been assisted by the uncovering at 
Tell el-Amarna in Middle Egypt of over three hundred letters 
in the clay tablet for-m of the time. 
A. Historical Introduction in Outline: * 
Following the 
political overthrow of the Shepherd-Kings in Egypt 1 the Egyptians 
did the very strategic thing of immediately following up their 
renewed freedom and power by plans for the conquest of Canaan. 
Before they were through the whole of Syria as far as the Euphra-
tes came into their control. Thothmes I and III were especially 
successful in forwarding the Egyptian control~ the latter being 
credited wfth seventeen Asiat'ic campaigns. 
The Egyptians discovered to their sorrow, however, that 
these people were no weak opponents. On the tomb of Inti (Deshasheh, 
Upper Egypt) there is an inscription indicating something of the 
feeling of the Egyptians regarding the Canaanites: "Neither in arms 
nor in clothes were the Canaanites much inferior to the victorious 
Egyptians." Perhaps we might allow for some Egyptian bias at that. 
The probable reason for the stiff opposition maintai1J'led is found in 
the Biblical reference to the quoted Y{Ords of the Hebrew spies 
to the effect that the Canaanites had their numerous cities "walled 
up to heaven." (Deut. i. 28}. This art of defence they had well 
learned from the Assyrians. 
The Pharaohs added political sagacity to their foroe of 
*Lode, Israel, pp46-52; "Canaanite", Ency. Brit. 1929 ed. 
arms. Prior to the impact of the growing Egyptian power there 
existed a strong Canaanitio culture. The lack of central political 
control~ and the petty rivalries and jealousies among the city-
ata'b~.s of Canaan ultimately ·proved fatal to their independence 
and freedom. This condition of political disintegration was at 
once understood and wisely used by the conquering invaders from 
the Nile. "As a general rule they (the EgYPtians) allowed each of 
the native kings to govern his own city 1 with the title of hazam 1 
reserving only the right to receive from them an annual tribute 1 
on the condition that they should send their sons to be educated 
·at the Egy-ptian court 1 in order to imbue them with its customs 1 · 
and that an imperial commissioner should be sent from time to time 
to deal with matters of dispute of more serious importamce. They 
depended on the skilful fostering of dissensions to prevent any of 
their vassals from acquiring a dangerous pre-eminence." It was 
during the rule of Egypt that the country was ravaged by other 
invaders from the north 1 the Hatti (Hittites) and the Habi ru. 
Urgent and sometimes frantic appeals for assistance from Egypt 
brought no alleviating response. From time to time there were 
revel ts 1 which were properly put down with no doubt remedial 
measures of discipline to the revolters. It is possible that the 
reason the Hatti and Habiru were allowed to invade northern Canaan 
unimpeded is to be found in the internal dissension of Egypt 
occasioned by the somewhat unpopular religious reforms of Amenophis 
IV. The result was that "the Hittites kept their conquests 
while Egypt had to be content 1 apparently 1 with Palestine (1879)." 
An additional source of information regarding the 
unusual movement of peoples during this period~ and subsequent 
to i~~is the famous stele of Merneptah. This victory-monument 
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was set up to commemorate the repulse by the Egyptians of a con-
federated attack upon them. This attempt to conquer the Egyptians 
by Li by ana and "vartous European peoples" was the reaul t of the 
ferment of the Aegean world occasioned "by the great migration of 
·Aryan peoples of which the Trojan war 1 no doubt 1 was an episode." 
The sea-coast and island peoples~ driven out by invaders, were 
obliged to find new· homes in neighboring countries~ where of 
course the settled occupants did anything but bid them a gracious 
welcome. EgyPt was one of the objects of their desire. "Rameses III 
conquered them 1 but could not prevent several of their tribes~ 
especially the Zekal and the PUlestiu (Philistines)~ from settling~ 
the former in the district of Dor 1 to the south of Carmel~ the 
latter in the coastal plain and in the Canaanite seaports as far 
south as Gaza: this was the origin of the Philistine confederation 
which was to give its name to Palestine and to play so important 
a part in the history of Israel." 
B. What the Pottery Remains Record: • 
During this time 
of Egyptian domination of Canaan 1 it is interesting to note the 
lines of influence which seem to concentrate upon this,otherwise 
than strategically situated 1 seemingly insignificant country. 
Despite its inferiority in comparison with the other great civiliz-
ations of the period 1 the influence of this land through the medi-
um of the religious ethic has been paramount for many centuries. 
The pottery remains indicate great interplay of peoples and their 
influence during this period. 
This has been referred to as "The Golden Age of Pales-
tinian Pottery"** with strong Aegean influences evident 1 and toward 
the close the Cypriote is in evidence. 
*Duncan~ DUBH. , Vol. 1 ~ pP81-86 • 
• •cook ~ RAP., p242. 
#73. 
The ·uethod of Manufacture in this period is wheel-made 
throughout "and tools begin to be used for trimming." The use of 
the wheel~ however~ did not entirely eliminate the hand-made ware. 
Materials~ i'1 e. the clay and white flint ~ were of a more refined 
grade~ this fact being characteristi o of manufacture through the 
successive "ages". So well was the baking done that "the ware re-
sembles our own modern ware in its crisp finish~ though it is 
thicker." The process of glazing or enamelling the. surface was 
apparently unknown to them; the "baked slip"~ whioh is a white 
glutinous coating or limewash~ is the nearest thing to glazing 
which the Canaanites attained. "The finest slip used was prob-
ably composed of limewash or other white colouring matter mixed 1 
perhaps~ with the white of egg. In many cases a simple limewash 
was used. Shards with slips on the~ were always chosen for writ-
ing purposes 1 as in the case of ostraca of Samaria." Burnishing 
is greatly degenerated in this period~ and little used~ owing~ 
probably to better methods of manufacture and baking which made 
it practically valueless except, on occasion~ for an ornamental 
finish. The trpes of pottery follow the same general lines as 
in the previous periods. The cup-and- bowl lamp is unique in this 
period~ along with the pedestal bowl~ which developed from the 
Middle Bronze trumpet- base bowl. 
The matter of· Foreign Influence is decided during this 
age. This evidence bears out the other evi dances of unusual move-
~·· ment and interchange of ma-te.:t:ials and ideas among many peoples 
during these four centuries. Traces of Egyptian influence are 
wide-spread.. "Examples~ however~ are chiefly confined to imported 
specimens of Egyptian blue-glaze pottery~ scarabs~ amulets~ eto." 
For what reason it is not evident~ but it is apparent that the 
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Canaanitic potter never acquired the finesse of his Egyptian· neighbor 
to the south 1 especially in·the reproduction of the fused glaze. 
It is not in evidence that there were international copyrights or 
patents in the Bronze ages. Mycenean or Aegean vessels have been 
uncovered in profusion at Gazer and elsewhere 1 but the earliest 
seem to come in this period. "They have the well-known glazed 
dark yellow slip with the pattern painted in dark reddish brown." 
Local imitations are distinguished by reason of the. fact that the 
local potter failed to imitate the slip. 
', ~ . 
Decoration of the ware is an "outstanding feature" of 
the Late Bronze Age in Canaan. The paint colors employed are 
varieties of brown 1 red-brown 1 red~ black~ and white. nof the 
designs 1 the spiral in one or other of its forms i a of by far 
most .~ · ... ·,. frequent occurrence." Animal figures include the deer~ 
gazelle~ buffalo and swan 1 the latter being the most popular~ "the 
. . . 
head being frequently under an uplifted wing.". This design is 
probably of Cretan origin 1 and was imported by the Hi tti tea. 
Among the designs 1 most novel is that of the octopus. It is rare 
." in occurrence j and also is probably of Cretan origin. 
c. Canaanite C~structions of the Late Bronze Age: 
These 
will require only brief treatment since they follow much the same 
principles as have been already outlined. 
1. Granaries: These store chambers for holding food in 
the form of grain are characteristic of all periods. Some o£ them 
were public store-b~uses while others were attached to private dwell-
ings. This is ascertained from their size and location. One 
construction of this period contained several rooms erected on the 
old city wall of Gazer. nOne room was almost full of corn ••• 
two rooms on the south end held wheat 1 the other three contained 
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at raw." Various other instances of grain "elevators" in many modes 
of construction have been excavated, often with the burnt remains 
of the grain indicating the fate of the city of the period when 
some attacking force redUced it qy fire following military force. • 
2. A Ta'anach Dwelling House: "Ordinary dwelling-houses 
. 
at Ta'anach appear to have been one-roomed huts, built either of 
mud- brick or unhewn stone, throughout all the centuries down ~o 
Arab times." A house coming possibly in this period had been 
built of fine, large, carefully shaped and for the most part fire-
baked bricks. The floor was of hard-stamped mud. "The houses here 
measured only about 13 feet each way, though perhaps this may have 
been a minimum size; but it supports my (Duncan) observation that 
13 feet was the usual breadth of roof-span in these dwellings." 
Another type of dwelling is built of unhewn and undressed stones, 
"though carefully levelled or straightened.'. • • The floor had 
been stamped hard, and covered with a smooth coat of plaster. The 
inner walls also bore a coat of plaster, white in parts. The roof 
consisted of beams of wood laid across the walls, covered by straw 
and mud."** 
D. Expanding Biblical History in Canaanitic Civilization: 
In the 
excavation of Tell Jemmeh (Gerar) 1 Petrie elucidates considerable 
Biblical history of an early period. This comes in his intexpre-
tations and "Connections with the Records." One item emphatically 
evident was the importance of the corn (wheat or cereal grains) 
supply. "The immense granaries of the Persian age proved what a 
large amount could be raised here. It does not pay to transport 
grain on a great scale more than a day 1 s journey, when donkeys are 
*Duncan, DUBH. , Vo 1. 2 1 ppl6-18. 
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the vehicle~ as we know by the ten mile radius of the city-states •• 
• • These granaries would have been built elsewhere unless they 
could be filled from that valley. In the earlier times, the import-
ance of grain appears from the great quantity of sickle flints ••• 
Of that age~ we read that Isaac sowed and reaped an hundredfold." 
This matter of corn or cereal food is undoubtedly what 
attracted the Phili stine·.i.i Abimelech ~ nine miles from the seacoast. 
"Coming from the rooky land of Crete~ or S. W. Asia Minor~ they 
(the Philistines) settled in the corn lands where they could get 
grain for export. Crete w~th a rich civilization, in a mountainous 
region 1 was bound to import food, as Greece imported grain from 
Egypt in the days of Pindar. The Cretan knew Palestine from old 
times; when he traded round the coast to Egypt in the 1st dynasty • 
• • • • The position of Abimelech was~ then~ not that of a chieftain 
but of a corn factor to gather supplies for the Cretan shippers. • • 
When the requirement of collecting corn is realised, the meaning of 
the narrative is very plain; Isaac'became very great; for he had 
great possessions of flocks ••• and herds ~~\and great store of 
servants ••• and Abimelech said unto Isaac~ Go from us 1 for thou 
art much mightier than we.' To have a great Bedawy settlement come 
to eat up the corn supply 1 which was needed for export 1 would undo 
the whole purpose of the Philistine trade center. That the Philis-
tines here were only traders and corn factors~ to begin with, 
accounts for their not being named as a people in the campaigns.of 
the xviiith dynasty."* 
Petrie also makes considerable of a case for the Biblical 
accounts of the~edawy female chiefs, sarah and Rebekah" in their 
positions. The idea of "sister-marriage~ and such a detached mode 
of li fa , may seem at range to us ~ but it is recorded plainly enough 1 
*Petri a 1 Gerar , pp28- 31. 
#77. 
though discreditable in the eyes of more settled peoples." It is 
clear that these female chiefs were very independent 1 and "wo~~d 
rather prefer to join a rich and comfortable household if th'y had 
'· 
the chance. In faot 1 Rebekah was practically thrust on Abimeleoh.' 
•••• "Given the condition of society here described (at Gerar) 
which certainly no later writer would invent 1 there is nothing in 
the narratives about the patriarchs at Gerar but what is perfectly 
natural and to be expected in that country." 
The Biblical references to the Philistine smiths 1 or 
iron-workers 1 (aa noted in I Samuel 13 and 14) 1 are substantiated 
at Gerar.• "Such a common use of iron" as is depicted at Bethshan 
and Jezreel 1 eto. "seems an anachronism~ compared with its rarity 
in Egypt, and the iron age of Europe only beginning about 900 B.c. 
But at Gerar the beginning of small iron work at 1300 B. a. and 
the large massi-ve hoes 1 and plough points at 1170 B. C. are in 
full agreement with the records 1 whioh evidently belong to that 
age." Further evidences of iron are pointed out in its common 
use in the manufacture of chariots in the twelfth century 1 and 
the recovery of Og's bedatead of iron. 
To this interpretation of Petrie should be added the 
statement•• of Prof. Elihu Grant interpreting the remains of Beth-
Shemesh:. "We are tempted to think of the Philistines as introducing 
Canaan to its Iron Age·~ tut we read the testimony of Beth-Shemesh 
otherwise" for the Canaanite burial se~enoes 1 in probable undis-
turbed state 1 "seem to show that the Canaanites glided into the 
Iron Age in their own right." The evidences from which this theory 
is deduced are found in recovered iron fragments of bracelets or 
anklets from the tombs. It is added that the Philistines probably 
did bring an extension of iron culture. 
•Petrie 1 Gerar 1 ppl4-16. 
••Grant 1 BS. 1 p42. 
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Petrie also well connects the uncovered gold deposits 
of Gerar with Gideon's deliV·erance of Israel from the Midianites1 
and his demanding their "golden ear-rings because they were Ishmael-
ites." In this way Gideon secured for Israel about 1700 shekels of 
gold 1 not an inconsiderable sum for that day, equalling~ perhaps, 
upwards of twenty-thousand dollars. "This great abundance of 
gold" which was garnered from the conquered Midianites 1 "just at 
this one period points to the Midianites having found a large 
supply, which was soon exhausted. It is within a few years~ or 
at most a generation 1 from this date that nearly all the gold in 
Gerar is found, in four different deposits. It is unlikely that 
the knowledge of this particular period of riches would have been 
preserved without a contemporary record, such as we have in the 
book of Judges." • 
Further expansion and ~lucidation of Biblical history 
is to be found in the excavations of Beth-Pelet under the direction 
of Prof. Petrie. "lhe city appaars,under Joshua, as one of the 
cities of Judah; it was probably the home of the Pelethites, the 
body-guard of David; and from here came one of David's twelve gen-
erals; it was occupied under Nehemiah. ''• ·:;The military importance 
of Beth-Pelet expl~ins how the Pelethites came to be so prominent 
as David's body-guard. We now realise how David, exiled from his 
family support 1 recruited the fighters of the southern plain, and 
continued to retain them as his guards, apart from the national 
Jewish levy under Joab. The captain of this guard was Benaiah 1 
son of Jehoiada, who was chief in the 'Assembly of El' , the relig-
ious head of the whole group of southern cities. To counteract 
the influence of the southerners and prevent the rise of the half-
*Petrie 1 Gerar 1 pp29-30. 
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Hittite Solomon, Joab set up Adonijah, son of a Hebronite woman. 
After the failure of this pro-Jewish movement, Solomon, as soon as 
he was in power, ordered Benaiah to slay Joab, so the Old Guard 
(Pelethi tea) at last triumphed over the hill-men. The Pelethi tea 
of David's e~i~a are the main factor in the politics of the reign."• 
(I Cbl:on. xi , xxvii; Neh. xi; Josh. xv) So embittered did the 
Israeli tea become over this influence of the Pelethi tes that it 
was undoubtedly a major factor in the revolt of the ten tribes 
at a later period. 
E. Archaeological Evidence and Biblical Parallel: •• 
Continuing 
from the similar parallels of the .Middle Bronze period, the same 
method and result applies in the Late Bronze Age: 
Parallel VIII The invasion of the "sea peoples" 
recorded in Egyptian history, and the CyPro-Phoenician and the Myce-
naean pottery of the Late Bronze Age in Palestine. 
"This invasion of the 'sea pe~ples' was not so much an 
invasion as a peaceful penetration. It took place in the long period 
from the 15th century onward to the beginning of the Israelite · 
occupation. These foreigners came from the islands of the Mediter-
ranean and from the adjoining coastland and settled in the corres-
ponding coastland at the eastern ~nd of the sea. At first they 
oame to a point along the Phoenician shore and later, and more 
permanently 1 along the lower Canaanite coast toward the border of 
Egypt. In this r~gion it was that they came to be called the 
Philistines from the Egyptian name of these incomers, Pulisati. 
·strange to say their name was taken up by the Prophets (Iaa. 14: 
29, 31) and given to the land as 'Palestina.• Later it was taken 
*Petrie, Antiquity 1 Sept. 1930, pp279-284. 
• *Kyle , Bs~· April 1930 , pp382-404. 
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over by the Romans and has persisted to the present time as the 
name of the land in the form 'Palestine'. 
"Now the influence of the 1oea peoples'~ usually called 
the Phi liatine influence 1 was felt for many centuries in Canaanite 
and then in Israelite history. In the providence of God they were 
teachers of the arts and crafts to the Israelites and in the study 
of the pottery of Early Iron I, at the time of the Judges 1 it 1 a 
customary to distinguish a pre-Philistine period, when the: Israelites 
first came in and made their own pottery, and the Philistine period, 
when they (the Israelites) copied Philistine designs, and the post-
Philistine period when they more fully developed their own ceramics. 
This influence is most patently and abundantly shown at many places 
in Palestine, as well as at Kirjath-sepher. There are the Cypro-
Phoenician wine juglets and bilbils for perfume and also the strange, 
sometimes garish, decorations known as distinctively Philistine. 
Thus the cultural history of this Late Bronze Age and Early Iron I 
is exactly paralleled by the Egyptian records of the incoming of 
these 'sea peoples. 1 ft 
Parallel IX- The well-known desert life of Israel, 
and the squatter settlements at Kirjath-sepher after the conquest. 
"The bearing of the life of deprivation which the 
Israelites lived for 40 years in the wilderness upon the subsequent 
life in the land has already been alluded to in the record of the 
excavations (of. BIBLIOTHECA SACRA 1 Oot., 1928). The refugees from 
Egypt were undoubtedly highly skilled workmen as slaves in that 
land, according to the representation of the Biblical record and 
the declaration of Merenptah concerning the Asiatic slaves, and 
fully illustrated by the remains in Egypt which show what Egyptian 
workmen could do in that age. But these refugees became in the 
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wilderness a very primitive people for 40 years, living a distinctly 
" - -
nomadic life. Whatever they gained in religion and statecraft by 
their40 years tuition under Modes, they certainly did not learn 
agriculture or craftsmanship of any kind. In the 40 years those 
who already had such training died and the rising generation did 
not learn, having no opportunity. So in keeping with the Biblical 
representation, they lost their arts and crafts in the wilderness. 
At Kir jath-sepher 1 the city of the Canaani tee of the Late Bronze 
Age which was destroyed by the Israelites under Othniel, was a well 
laid out and well built city. The rebuilding of the Israelites 
after the conquest was largely a mere squatter settlement. Only 
occasionally something of regularity comes into the city plans. 
Much of apace within the walla was given up to grain pits. Thus 
the remains of culture at this place in that age are exactly in 
keeping with the stage of their culture as revealed in the Biblical 
record. n 
F. Evidences of Religious and Cultic Practises: 
There 
are many evidences of cultic and religious rites during this period 
in Oanaanitic history. 
1. Beth-shan (Beisan) -This site marked the strategic 
joining of the Jordan and Jezreel valleys, and the ancient city 
has dominated the district through _all time of historic man. 
Excavations have revealed that it shared to the full the lite hie-
tory of the country, "at any rate back to the fifteenth century 
B· c. At that time a dominating element in local culture was still 
derived from Babylonia (Cf. Rowe in Mus. Journ ••• Mar. 1924); but 
after that date it figures in the records of Egypt as an important 
military outpost , and the monuments of successive Pharaohs, Seti I , 
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Rameses II and III~ no less than the annals of their reigns 1 attest 
the fact that~ but for occasional interrupt ions ~ it maintained this 
role until the twelfth century B. C." • 
The religious evidences of this site are abundant. "There 
have now been discovered altogether nine sacred buildings on the tell." 
Of these 1 six are Canaanite temples belonging to the reigns of 
Rameaes II (two); Seti I (one); Amenopbi a III (one); and Thothmes III 
(two). 
The two temples of the Thothmes III period are dated 
1501- 1447 B. c. They were made of brick with stone foundations, 
and .have low brick pedestals on thai r walls. The southern temple , 
the larger of the two 1 was for "Mekal" ~ the God of Beth-shan. 
Doubtless the northern temple was made for his female countexpart. 
(In this respect there is an anology seen in the two temples of Ram-
esse II: Resheph and the goddess Anti t-Ashtoreth). The northern 
temple has not been entirely cleared in these excavations in 1928. 
"Nothing of importance thus far from the temple itself has been 
found, but in a room to the south-west of it was lying a pottery 
bowl with an undulating serpent in high-relief on its exterior. This 
serpent bowl is of the utmost importance , as it indicates that 
ophiolatry 1 so prevalent in Beth-shan during the reigns of all the 
later EgYPtian kings who controlled the town 1 was already practised 
• 
there in the time of Thothmes III." The excavations have shown 
Beth-shan as a center of a great serpent-cult in Palestine. Thus 
we have the possible association of the names: Beth-shan and old 
Mesopo-tamian serpent-deity named "Shakhan" or "Sakhan." It is fairly 
certain that the serpent-de! ty at Beth-shan was a female 1 for figur-
ines of serpents had the breast of a woman. From the small rooms 
of the temple were taken various articles of pottery for votive 
*Garstang 1 JJ. , p?l. 
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offerings, etc. The finds of the southern temple inner sanctuary 
were a pottery figurine of Asbtoreth; a beautiful amethyst scarab 
of Sesostris I (1970- 1935 B • C.); Canaanitieh and CyPriote 
articles. "It may here be mentioned that whereas the Mazzebah~ in 
accordance with Canaanite custom~ sufficed for the people of Beth-
shan as the emblem of thai r deity, a stele or statue showing the deity 
in anthropomo~hic or other form was necessary to the Egyptians in 
the town~ who could hardly visualize a god other than in human~ 
animal, or other shape." 
We have also the probability of the Canaanitish "High 
Place~where the Mazzebah and libation bowls were no doubt brought 
up from a "High Place" in an earlier level on the tell; in fact 
they were pxobably used over and over again since time immemorial. 
"We have therefore for the first time in the~.hi~tory of excavation 
actually discovered the transition from the representation of a god 
in the form of a column to human form 1 and also the transition 
from a 1High Place• to a temple." 
The significance of the Ste-le (sta-la) of Mekal is 
that it provides us with the name of a local Baal (who is here met 
with for the first time in known history)~ and 1 t gi vas us a repre-
' ~ .. - ... 
aentation of the god himself. There is the possible association 
of the Phoenician Mekel~ and the Phoenician Cyprus inscription to 
the god Reahep-Mekel. Reahep was the baal of Beth-shan in the 
Rameses II period. The suggestion of the name of the god is that 
of "fiery shafts"~ "lightning", etc. (Cf. II Kings 1:14 "to devour"). 
It is quite likely that we have here the association of the terrible 
heat and unhealthiness of Beth-shan in the summer time. 
Sacrifices have a large place in the religion of the 
period~ but there is no trace of human sacrifice,whioh seems 
significant. 
ljl'$ -
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The Amenophis III (1411- 1375 B. c.) level of the 
excavations revealed votive axe-heads; eight cylinder seals 1 on each 
of Babylonian and Hittite impress~ were apparently associated with the 
soothsayers cult. The Babylonian seal contains the firat cuneiform 
inscription found on the tell 1 and dates about 1:he nineteenth or 
eighteenth century B. c. Other evidence in pottery-cult objects 
indicated practises of the serpent-cult. Another cult object was a 
pointed-base jar 1 fifteen and one-half inches high~ surmounted by the 
head of the Egyptian dwarf-god~ Bes ~ or Ptah-Seker. The dwarf i.s 
reminiscent of the figure of the dwarfs with which~ according to 
Herodotus 1 the Phoenicians ornamented the prows of their boats. "That 
the religion of Ancient Egypt and of the land of Canaan influenced 
one another 1 parti oularly from the time of the 18th. Dynasty onwards 1 
there is 1 of course 1 no doubt." To what extent this was true it is 
difficult to ascertain 1 nor is it known to what degree the religious 
beliefs of Mesopotamia and the Aegean regions influenced and affected 
the Canaanite pantheons of Palestine and Syria. • 
Reference has been made to the significance of the 
Panel of the tiona and Dogs 1 which bears the following description: •• 
It is a beautiful basalt panel 1 three feet high~ and probably origin-
ally placed against the door of the Mekal temple. The interpretation 
is that the dog guarded the antrance.to the temple against the lion 
who brought death and destruction. The lower register of the panel 
depi eta the dog biting the back of the lion 1 who i a growling in rage. 
(Of. Amos 3:8; Jeremiah 49:19). 
Exactly what connection this panel had is not known. 
It may have some association with the divinities of Mekal1 Nergal~ 
Resheph 1 or Ashtoreth with whom we meet in many forms in the lands 
dominated by the stronger rulers. They are interwoven in·,;." the 
• Rowe 1 PEFQS. 1 Apr. 1928 1 p73f. **Rowe 1 pEFQS. 1 Apr. 1929 1 p 78f. 
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civilization of this period. They are met with repeatedly~ showing 
the general spread of the aultio practises of which they were the 
center. 
Mr. Rowe further interprets the panel referred to above: 
"From the lion panel found in the temple we know that the mythological 
guardian of the temple was a fierce hunting-dog, so perhaps an actual 
hunting-dog was tied up to the peg inserted in the socket in the 
small room 1 the leash being of such length as to allow the dog to 
reach the far side of the steps." 
The import of the Great Stepped Altar in the southern 
corridor is thus shown as the "structure by far the mos'i· remarkable 
of its kind ever found in Western Asia." After allowing for Mr. 
Rowe's entllusiasti c hyperbole, we may say that it is ~ remarkable 1 
without the "the". It was apparently associated with the cult of 
Mekal, since near the altar was a baetyl or small portable conical 
atone of basalt 1 ten inches high, emblematic of Mekal. Near this 
was another obj eot probably used for incense 1 with four holes, in 
pairs, near the base. 
2. Rae Shamra~ - (Also known as Menet el Beida) • 
This site and its excavations to date (it is by no means completed) 
are of the utmost importance as bearing on the Canaanitic civilization 
of 
since we have here decided evidencea1northern Canaan. Its interest, 
while especially religious, also gives much in archaeological finds 
of written language or cuneiform, and other evidences of culture. 
It is on the sea-coast facing Cyprus, and the location 
supplied the mental key by which M. Rene Dussaud unlocked its hidden 
treasures. One of the most significant remains was that of the 
Syrian god, Reahef (lightning) 1 to whom reference has been made 
under "Beth-shan." The figure is of silvered bronze 1 and the head 
and high coiffure are formed of a leaf of gold. The god is repre-
•schaeffer, Antiquity IV (1930), pp460-466j Virolleaud, ibid V , pp405t. 
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sented standing; formerly in his right h&nd he brandished a thunder-
bolt or battle-axe 1 while in his left hand he held a sceptre or spear 1 
as he appears in other representations from Rae Shamra. Not far from 
the majestic Reshef lay his colleague 1 the goddess Astarte with the 
Hathor coiffure 1 holding the lotus in her hands. Her fair, slender 
form is artistically wrought in gold leaf. These things~ along with 
a necklace of quartz and carnelian beads 1 indicate the interment of 
some celebrities, probably the kings of the adjacent city, Rae Sham-
ra. 
Among the burial vaults, No. 3 contained a box with a 
carved; lid, representing the goddess of fertility (the "potnia theron") 
seated on a throne flanked by two he-goats, and it is "indisputably 
the finest Mycenaean ivory actually known." The pottery dates this 
vault as late Mycenaean (13th Cent • B.C.}. 
At the northern projection of the mound 1 the excavations 
revealed "a large temple with two rectangular courts joined together 
and enclosed by thick walls." The temple 1 of Egyptian character 1 
is significant of the evident strong influence of the Pharaohs. 
Several shrines were nearby 1 but arrarently devoted to lesser gods 
and goddesses. 
Of the utmost importance as revealing the means and 
methods of the North Canaanite culture is the following: "Beside 
the temple 1 as at Nippur ~ stood a school or seminary where the 
young priests must have learnt sumerian - the Latin of the time -
••• and where they also learned the difficult profession of a 
sari be. We found their exercises in cuneiform writing~ their lists 
of Sumerian and Babylonian (Accadian) words 1 as well as regular 
bilingual dictionaries intended to a~sist them in reading and com-
posing religious and diplomatic documents." The documents found~ 
in the form of cuneiform tablets, give indications that the school 
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of the scribes was associated with a well-stocked library~ holding 
large tablets of three or four columns eaoh. 
"In the pantheon of this little state we find side by 
side both native Syrian divinities and those of Mesopotamia and 
Egypt; so that in religion too a thoroughly international atmoSlth·are·:.· ··: 
obtained." Studies of the cuneiform script, and deductions there-
from~ indicate that one of the forms was of their own invention, 
adding to this are the Egypt ian and Hittite 1 with two other forms 1 
making a total of five scripts or dialects, and all, indicating 
much ability in language. Other international influences are 
seen in art objects, where the native artistic traditions have 
incorporated Egyptian, Aegean, Mesopotamian and Asia Minor ideas. 
Among the remains uncovered was an epic poem, or 
fragments of it ~ containing about a thousand lines 1 wi tb the scenes 
represented in the w~rld of the gods. From this we may form a 
conception of North Canaanite (Phoenician) mythology about the 
period of 1600 - 1300 B. c. The pantheon revived contains about 
fifty divinities~ with two outstanding, El and Baal. The word El 
means "god" in Phoenician as in all Semi tic languages 1 and when 
associated with another word it signifies some particular god, 
as el mtm 1 the god of the sea. But when standing alone , El means 
the supreme God, father of gods and men. In this sense El is an 
old man, "Father of Years", or the old king. His abode is not in 
heaven but in a field, the field of the gods, located near the sea-
shore. He has a personal household, chief of which is the goddess 
Ashe rat iam , the Ash era of the sea. It is the old Canaanite word 
giving the same general sense as ~~ goddess. She is the wife of 
El. In this epic poem is contained the Story of the Combats 1 or 
a kind of warfare or feud among the divinities. It is probably 
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an agricultural myth~ involving a contest between Mot ~ god of the ripe 
ear (or god of Autumn, or of Summer and Autumn) , and Aleion, god of 
Spring~ or of Winter and Spring. It is to be understood that in 
the ideas of these ancient peoples , the forces of life have decided 
religious connotations. "The activity of the nourishing soil is con-
stant and continuous; once the harvest is over and the corn reap~d, 
once Mot is dead, long months must ~lapse before we shall see the 
earth bldding into green again. This great change can only be brought 
about if the water of heaven fertilizes the soil; and it is Aleion 
who is to perform this miracle. Life is, in fact 1 the outcome of 
cooperation between Mot and Aleion. But this cooperation has nothing 
friendly about it." 
3. Petra··' - It must at once be stated that the date of 
the cultio remains of this site are far more advanced than the 
Late Bronze period 1 and they may come as far as the middle of the 
first century B. c. The interest ~d conneotiona'r&found, however, 
in the fact that the genesis of the oultio practises gof!Sfar, far 
back 1 in all probability, to the early religious ideas of the Canaan-
ites. The location of the site is in Mt. Seir, "a little east and 
north of the watershed of the 1Arabah 1 about midway between the Dead 
Sea and the Gulf of 'Arabah." 
The "Great High Place" of Petra, so far as can be def-
initely ascertained, was first seen in modern times and Bi blioally 
or religiously identified by an American editor 1 Mr. Edward L. 
Wilson. This was about 1885. It was !!discovered by Mr. George L. 
Robinson on May 3 1 1900. 
The location "is on the extreme summit of a high ridge 1 . 
about three thousand feet above sea-level." Its height above the 
city is about six hundred feet 1 and commands a superb view. Thus it 
is ideally a "High Place." Two monoliths, or mazzeboth, somewhat 
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over twenty feet high, attract the attention. Are they intended to 
represent the two principal deities of the Nabateans, Dusares and 
Allat? An elaborate carved court makes an approach to the altars or 
places of· sacrifice. Various conjectures have been made as to its 
use, but the apparent explanation is that feasting was associated 
with the sacrifice,_hence ita elaborate lay-out for that purposs. 
With the Court was a Raised Platform, which must have held some 
religious significance, but just what it is the experts cannot agree. 
The moat important part of the High Place centers in the Rectangular 
Altar to which Mr. Robinson ascribes the name of Adytum or Holy of 
Holi ea of the sanctuary. "It is situated on the west side of the 
large sunken Court, fifteen feet distant, is carved out of the 
mother rock, and faces the rising sun." Again there are various 
interpretations offered, but without sufficient evidence for 
certainty. Nearby, southward, i a the Round A]., tar, which has been 
interpreted as the "Altar of Libation." "Two very remarkable 
features characterize it: one bei~g 1 that in the top of the altar 
platform there are two concentric circles, or sun disks 1 on:e within 
the other •••• the outer circle measures forty-fi veiinches in 
diameter 1 and the inner one seventeen inches 1 the latter being six 
and the former three inches in depth. These rings suggest to many 
minds that the Nabateans were sun-worshippers 1 which they were." 
South of the Court is a pool , or laver 1 undoubtedly used for 
water in the necessary ablutions for priest and sacrifice. The 
among 
High ~lace ~ · the high places is undoubtedly a first class "find • 11 
It has unusual bearing on the religious story of antiquity 1 and 
while ita date is uncertain, it interprets practises which go 
behind ita actual construction into remote times. • 
•Robinson 1 SAO. 1 ppl0?-151. 
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G. Language and Communication; 
The excavations at 11as 
Shamra ~with the evidences of a school of scribes, probably in some 
way officially associated with the religious system in vogue, has 
gi van some long desired information 1 and promises more. In the 
known international exchanges of trade and religious ideas~ it is 
an obvious deduction that language communication must have a large 
part. We know something of the system·that must have existed~ 
but details are still lacking. "Diplomats were actually furnished 
with passports drawn up in almost the same terms as those employed 
today." The :·palestinian princes were made responsible for the 
safe passage of the envoys from the controlling countries as they 
passed between the various courts of the petty kingdoms under the 
sway of the greater rulers. "This again presupposes that the 'kings' 
of Canaan were able to read the contents of these documents, and 
that consequently 1 the art of writing was not unfamiliar in Palestine • 
Each prince must have employed one or more scribes~ responsible not 
only for his oorresponhnce with the court of his Egyptian overlord~ 
'blt also for that with his Canaanite colleagues, and for the prepar-
ation of material for the archives (lists of those liable for forced 
labOur, etc.). This is proved not only by the Tell el-Amarna corres-
ponclence ~but by a very similar diplomatic dispatch discovered at 
Tell el-Heay in 1891 1 and various simila..,. letters found at Ta 'anach 
and Megi ddo." The communications were in Babylonian 1 a foreign 
language 1 but evidently an acknowledged medium 1 much as "French" has 
been at times in the past of the modern nations. 
It is not probable that the knowledge of writing was 
general in the population of any country~·· and even the employed 
scri bee' knowledge was at times faulty 1 and they were inclined to use 
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terms of the popular language of the people among whom they lived.* 
In addition to the official language of diplomacy, there 
must have been the development of some linguistic ability among the 
traders 1 by land and sea 1 through the natural intermingling of these 
It folk. Further, as one race would learn the arts and crafts from 
another, it is obvious that teacher and pupil must have had some 
means of communciation 1 perhaps to a greater degree than it is 
usually s.sa regarded. While it is known and understood that the 
princes and rulers controlled international trade, and largely 
reaped the benefits therefrom, it was of necessity that they had 
many servants or employees who travelled with them. In various 
ways 1 therefore 1 languages must have been known and used among many 
of this class. 
{The summary of this period will be included in part under 
the concluding chapter 1 and in part in the general summary of the 
thesis.) 
*Lode, Israel, pp6l-62. 
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Chapter VI 
The Effect of Canaan on Israel in Outline 
"The Israelite period of the history of Palestine 
follows so closely upon the Amarna Age that the religion of Israel 
could not but be influenced 01 the conditions that preceded its rise." * 
'tradually the Hebrew folk became schooled in the arts 
of Canaan." The Hebrew leadership was also influ~ced into corxupt 
practises. Heathenism and paganism proved toostrong a temptation 
for the majority of the Hebrews. This continued over a long period 
and was only checked from time to time by the revival messages of 
the prophets Elijah I Micah I etc. Their "scorching asceticism" 
was effective in reforms of religious observance, and the Hebrew 
ethic was revived. "We imagine that the majority of the inhabi-
tants was Canaanite in the rehabilitated places and secretly 
carried on nearly according to their old convictions in religion 
as in business." •• 
The two foregoing quotations are probably correct, 
and the whole life of the Israeli tea became changed through thai r 
settlement in Canaan. While ~eligion did und~rgo radical change 
in the passing of time under Canaanitic influences 1 the ultimate 
effect was $Van more far reaching and affected the whole mode of 
their living-. While th'y had followed somewhat of an agricultural 
life in the wilderness wanderin~s, the more settled 11 fe in the 
"Promised Land" became intenaely agricultural. "This change of 
occupation naturally brought with it profound changes in the mental 
outlook of the Israelites. Their point of view was no longer that 
of the plundering· Bedouin bent on raiding the settled inhabitant 
Of the land 1 b.lt that Of the peasant defending the fruits Of hiS 
• 7 
labOu·l" against invaders." ••• 
• Cook 1 RAP. 1 pl40. • *Grant 1 BS. 1 pp44-4 7. 
• ••tods 1 Israel 1 pp38 7-388. 
A. Political and Social Transitions: • 
The same transition took place in the political and 
the social life of these people from the wilderness. The gradual 
acquirement of wealth had its usual consequence in the gradual 
growth of a privileged class, and the loss of the common rights of 
the majority. From the scathing denunciations of the prophets 
we learn of these things. However our main interest centers in 
which 
the effect which was clearly evident in~ that influence1the life 
in Canaan had upon the religion of the Israelites. This wilO. be 
considered in greater detail later. 
"The absorption of the Canaani tea, who had already long 
reached the stage of url:an ci vi lixation, and especially the adoption 
by the court of Solomon of a mode of life increasingly removed 
from primitive simplicity 1 accentuated the division of Israelite 
society into more and more shazply differentiated grades. The rich 
demanded palaces modelled on those of the King, with winter and 
summer houses 1 a luxury which appears to have been introduced into 
Asia in the eight century, B. C." The foregoing interpretation 
of Israel's new life is indicative of both the political and the 
social transition that came because of the influence of a settled 
life, and the rest ri ctiona on the freedom which had been known 
during their semi-nomadic existence previous to occupying Canaan. 
1. The Changing Political Status: When the "sons 
of Israel" possessed Canaan they were grouped in tribes. These 
tri bee \Tere however the result of the amalgamation of smaller 
groups • Some of these tri bee had to be scattered into separated 
districts, while others were more compact. Some of them grew 
rapidly, while others diminished, and still others disintegrated 
into something like their former nomadic state 1 1fith a very loose 
organization. "On the other hand, Judah increased considerably. 
*tods, Israel, pp387-400. 
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We learn from the documents the significant fact that this was due 
to fusion with Canaanite elements (symbOlized by Judah's marriages 
with Oanaani t e wives 1 Gen. xxxviii.) ~ and~ laterf'n ~ as the result 
of David's alliances, to the admission into the confederation of 
) Keni tea, Jerahmeeli tea and Kenizzi tea, who are similarly represented 
in the genealogies as descended from the patriarch Judah." Also 
the tribe of Joseph multiplied and was divided into the tribes of 
Ephrain and Manasseh, and possibly Benjamin. 
What was true of tribal cohesion through blood or birth, 
in the passing of time, lost some or even much of this original 
political status, and became reQogni sed rather as a geographical 
or territorial condition, although the matter of blood and birth 
continued influential. "Membership of a tribe consisted 1 not in 
descent from a particular individual, blt in belonging by birth 
to a particular locality." In brief, while originally the great 
question of the Israelites was "from~" they were sprung, the 
later primary question was "from whence" they came, in location. 
It was this chan~ed mode of life that necessitated 
a changed political status. This eventually led to the estab-
li shment of the monarcpy. It came to be a growing feeling of 
the Hebrews that if they were to "take their place in the sun", 
then they must take::: over some of the customs and fashions of the 
political organizations surrounding them. However, "royal encroach-
ment" upon the traditional independence of the people was decidedly 
resisted. 
a. The Changing Social Statu~: In the nomad life, 
the poor are on equal status with the rich. They find subsistence 
in the same simple fare, wear the same kind of clothes, and inhabit 
the same mode of shelter~ the tent. Fortunes changed so quickly 
• 
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that it behooved the rich not to be arrogant toward the poor, and 
the poor, knowing thi e, refused servility to the wealthy. With 
a more settled life in communities anfl cities, with more security 
for material wealth, a transition was inevitable. As always happens1 
aooumulation of wealth into the control of a few, or at least a 
minority 1 ensued. A further inoenti ve to increasing wealth by 
"those who had" 1 was the Ca.naani tic influence. These people had 
long since learned the art of property holding and trading to 
thai r own profit. It was natural that this knowledge should be 
passed on and encouraged in the families of the Hebrews into which 
the Canaanites had been absorbed. The re·ault was that the rich 
became the judges by ri;z:ht of their wealth, and the peasantry took 
what they oould get •. It is a condition not unknown to more modern 
puoples where "the rioh get richer and the poor get children." 
A growing bitterness on the part of the mass of the people was only 
natural amon~ the Hebrews. Attempts at reform were made, and 
some remedial measures were effected. "Yost of the Israeli tea, 
however, did not take such a trenchant view of the matter; they had 
too completely absorbed the habits and tastes of a sedentary life 
to be able to divest themselves of it." There were some, however, 
who were reactionary, and especially so against the Canaani tic 
culture. 
B. The Religious Transition:• 
As in the case of the 
political and social transition 1 the Israeli test entering of Canaan 
brou ~ht radical changes in the ideas and practi sea of religion. 
who was 
No longer was it the absolute and only Jahweh~known b.1 these people. 
They soon came into contact with other gods, and the subtle influ-
•tods, Israel, pp400-425. 
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enoa of the remainin~ Canaanite population soon paved the way for 
the observance of and some absorption -of'. some of the pagan ri tea • 
"There is muoh evidence to show that in their own reli~ion the He-
brews at this time made use of Canaanite symbOls. lf they did !lO~ try 
to JehoVi se the Canaanite religion~ they allowed the Canaanite to give 
form and oolour to their own religion·" There are "several instances 
where Canaanite sacred places and symbols were retained and incorpor-
ated in Hebrew temples or plaoes of worship."* 
In the interpretation of the excavations at Megiddo 1 
the following is significant: "It has been suggested that the three 
0 
monoli the in the early wall ail Jeri ch2_ had originally been masse bas~ 
or pillars of a high place~ and were later used for wilding purposes. 
This seems to be correct, l:ut cannot be definitely affirmed. In the 
temple of Megiddo, however, the evidence is muoh clearer. Here it 
appears that a temple had been built at a later date on ground that 
had already been consecrated in Canaanite times to religious purposes. 
Instead of removing the standing-stones~ or emblems of Canaanite wor-
ship 1 the later blilders (the Hebrews) had incorporated them~ l:uilding 
them into the partition wall of their temple. This again points to 
the policy of placating the Canaanites around them by adogting the 
symbols of their religion, or that of_!.~corporating Canaanite symbols 
~ worsh!p and consecrating them to the worship of Jehovah."** 
It is possible that the Canaanite religion was traditional 
among the Hebrews, and that Abraham himself was a Canaanite~ with 
Amorl te backgrounds. There is certain proof of the adoption of the 
standing-stone by the Hebrews in Isaiah xix. 19; Hosea iii. 4. 
An "unexpected fact has been revealed by the Amarna 
letters. From the Biblical aooount we should have gathered that 
*DJ.ncan, DUBH., Vol. 2 ~ pl24; ibid., p59. 
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between the Israelites and the Canaanites there was a great gulf 
fixed, in language 1 in theology, and in general morality. B.lt now 
we know that there. was singularly little difference between the two 
peoples. The Canaanites spoke a language scarcely to be distinguished 
from Hebrew. When the Israeli tea entered Canaan 1 they came to no 
foreign land; they settled among their blood brothers, served their 
gods 1 and spoke their speech." • 
Another element affecting the entxance into Canaan 
comes in the regard for ancient conceptions having to do with the 
regard of one people for the divi~ti:es 1 or baals 1 the spiritual 
owners of the land, which they might be entering. "It follows as 
a matter of course t~at the act of settling in the terri tory of 
a foreign god carries vri th it the duty of rendering to him the 
worship to whioh he is entitled. For immigrants to provoke the 
hostility of the unseen powers holding sway in the new country 
would be an act of insane temerity. SUch also was the belief of 
the Israelites. David regards it as self-evident that to banish a 
man is the equivalent of saying to him: 'Go 1 serve other gods! 1 
(I Samuel xxvi. 19)."**. In view of these things it is not at all 
strange that Canaan affected the invading Israelites so greatly. 
To this intexpretation should be added the fact that 
since the Hebrews were to become a settled agricultural people 1 
the results of the desired harvest would be dependent upon the 
favor of the di vini ties holding sway over the land. The conception 
was general among all ancient peoples that traditional methods of 
tilling the soil came by divine revelation 1 and "it was no doubt 
from thai r Canaanite teachers that the Israeli tea learnt to leave 
unharvested a corner of the field 1 and to allow some grapes to re-
*Mac ali ster 1 CEP. 1 pl61 • ••tods 1 Israel 1 p401. 
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main in the vineyard. From them# too 1 they learnt to refrain from 
using for any purpose 1 sacred or profane 1 the produce of a fruit-
tree during the first three years of life: for the original object 
of these practises was to conciliate the spirit of the field# the 
vine or the tree, that is to say 1 the baal who permeated them 
with his own supernatural life." Under thee e condi tiona it is 
easily seen that Israel narrowly escaped complete lapse into 
polytheism, especially with the recognition that these localised 
baals were the givers of the things most elemental to existence. 
It was the prophets# beginriing with Elijah# who revived Jahwism · 
and reproached the Hebrews for their failure to recognise that it 
was Jahweh who granted the harvests of corn and oil, and not the 
baals of the Canaanites. 
It was not without due reason and understanding of the 
dangers confronting the Israeli tee that Moses# according to the 
rigid Jahwists #prohibited matrimonial alliances with the Canaanites • 
However one may regard or interpret this 1 the fact remains that 
the strict ffahwists probably best understood the spirit of. Moses, 
judging from his acts as recorded of his leadership during the 
wilderness wanderings. 
Variations# rise and fall were undoubtedly significant 
of the religious attitudes of the Israelites toward the conflicting 
claims of Jahweh and the local baals. There may have been those 
of the Hebrews who entirely took over the Baals and Astartes 1 and 
• deserted the national god, Jahweh. However, it would seem that in 
a time of crisis in the nation, the appeal to come to the aid of 
Jahweb met w1 th prompt and decided response; this would indicate 
that among the greater proportion. of the people, at any rate 1 the 
worship of Jahweh·was carried on "simultaneously" with the l:aals of 
the local districts. "Apostasy from the national religion among 
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the Israeli tee commonly took the form of worshipping other gods 
together with Jahweh."* This is supposedly txue of the Jews of the 
Elephantine, in Egypt, in the fifth century B. o. There Jahweh was 
worshipped, it is believed, side by side with the consorts, Anath-
bethel, As him- bethel , etc. Anath is the goddess, among others 1 
worshipped among the Canaanites. 
However, at a compar.,.tively early date in the Isxaelite 
occupancy of Canaan 1 this point of view changed, and "Jahweh was the 
sole object of worship,l:ut all the titles and attribltes of the 
baals were transferred to him." It was a case of religious absorption. 
This undoubtedly began by Jahweh 1 s usurpation of the baals•places of 
worship. 
In this ·transitional period involving the absorption 
cy Jahweh of the baals 1 and the Oanaanitio religious rites, there 
was no doubt a political incentive 1 supported by the royalty of 
the nation 1 W1 th the purpose of unifying, gradually , the nation 
through the medium of religion. FUrther, "in the political interest 
o~~he kings) had formed a multiplicity of ties with other 
kingdoms , they had contracted alliances and marriages with the royal 
houses of neighboring countries 1 and had even promoted intercou rae 
with foreign cults." •• This is seen in the blilding by King Ahab 
of a temple to house the Baal of Tyre 1 Jlelqart 1 the god of his ally 1 
Ithobaal, and personally offered sacrifices to this foreign divinity 
in Samaria, where the temple was located. Likewise Solomon set up 
high places for the gods of his foreign wives 1 where they could wor-
ship in the vicinity of Jerusalem. These were distinctly political 
moves, and it is not believed that the supplanting of the worship of 
Jahweh was intended, although as it worked o'qt there were unexpected 
•tods 1 Israel 1 pp404-405. 
··Ibid. I p412. 
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developments which did not help the cause of Jahweh at all. "It is a 
remarkable thing that the prophets of the ninth century should have 
thus entered upon a stiUggle to the death with one of the most ener-
getic and successful of the representatives of the national idea. 
The defence of the endangered religion of Jahweh and of Violated 
justice~ in the minds of these men took precedence of the immediate 
interests of the nation." Righteousness was to be exalted above all 
else~ and the later prophets took up the glad strain and proclaimed 
it with vehemence. 
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Thesi e Summary 
People are forever the center of human interest. In the con-
sideration of the racial strains of Canaan~ we have gone back to the 
d&wn of human existence, and thence forward 1 tracing in outline the 
early movements of human life. The little country which we have knowri 
as Canaan~ by reason of 1 ts geographical location~ became the point of 
racial fusion. From the amalgamation of peoples ultimately came One 1 
kno\vn as the Christ, who~ with the background of a developing spiritual 
ethic, gave to mankind in His Spiritual purpose that which has influ-
enced human life beyond the ability of men to ascertain. 
The Oldest Canaanite period is valuable in that it fo.rms a 
basis of the civilization in which later successive periods are rooted. 
The chief sou.rce of archaeological data in this age~ we have learned~ 
is in the numerous cave-dwellings of the land. These deposits of human 
settlements~ where found undisturbed, are invaluable. By means of a 
scientific study of these remains we are enabled to secure a chronologi-
cal order of pre-historic man, and fairly reliable deductions can be 
made relative to his mode of life. The fact~ speak for themselves: 
differences in types of caves; the skeletal remains~ both human and 
animal; tools of various kinds in varying periods; burials; pottery; 
and other interesting considerations supply us with the material from 
which we have reoonet IU cted the story ·of ancient life. 
The First Bronze Age supply of pottery remains is nu ch greater 
than the preceding pe rl od. There is clear evidence which is interpre-
ted as indicating progress in civilization and general culture. These 
indications of advancement have been pointed out in the forms, and the 
shapes of the ware, the decoration, and the geometircal designs. Com-
pari sons are made from the remains of a everal sit ee , and some ident~fi­
cation is suggested between Early Bronze Age ·Canaan, and ~hat of Naqada 
------------------------------------------------·~------------------------------
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in Upper Egypt. Additional evi denoes of an advancing civilization 
have been suggested in the method of constiUction in walla and tuild-
ings. Several sites have been indicated for this puxpose. 
Much evideno_e of religion and cultic practises have been found 
in this period of early bronze. The cup-hollow ia found throughout 
the excavated sites, and its use is a significant feature. Along with 
the cup-hollow in interest, is the rook-cut place of sacrifice 1 and 
the high place. 
The Second 1 or Middle Bronze Age has bxought, with a longer 
stride 1 the indications of human progress as revealed in archaeologi-
cal evidences concerning the eubj eot of thie thesis. Much more defin-
ite historical data is in hand with regard to Babylon, and other 
peoples to the north, and their influence on Canaan 1 and especially 
the dominance of Egypt and the Hyksoe rule. The latter i a unmistak-
able in its influence. Conti~oue with the political and racial 
considerations of the age are those of commerce 1 trade 1 maritime 
adventure and enterprise. Evidences of mat erial prosperity 1 result-
ing in walled cities for its protection were a decided development,. 
In this period also the virile Hittites from the north made themselves 
As in previous periods the pottery remains have been 
a chief source of hietori cal study, again indicating marked advances 
in culture. A rather detailed consideration of these has been given. 
The art of wilding, with deductions in the use and mode of 
masonry have told their story of this age. Canaanite axt in the fash-
ioning of necessary tools, beginning with flints and developing into 
the gradual use of bronze, were eVident. Some indications have been 
found of Canaanite skill in the wo:rlting of gold. 
In the matter of religion and oultio practises during this a.ge J 
the eVidences of the foundation sacrifice are most significant. This 
pagan rite continued well into Hebrew times. Of special interest 
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in this period are the archaeological evidences and Biblical paral-
lels. Seven of these have been considered. 
At the beginning of this period 1 and continuing for about 
two centuries 1 there seems to have been a break in the Assyrian 
control over the land 1 and before the rising power of Egypt began 
to exert i taelf 1 subsequent to the Hykaoa overthrow. Thi a "breath-
ing apace" of outside political domination accounts for the formation 
of the small city-states and their alliances. 
The Third, or Late Canaanite period is historically introduced 
by the revived and rising Egyptian power~ follo~ving the overthrow 
and mle of the Hyksos 1 or Shephard-Kings. Egyptian campaigns were 
successfully made., albeit with great resistance~ in Syria. Disputants 
with the claims of Egyptian sovereignty in Syria were the Hi tti tee. 
Pottery remains indicate great interplay among the peoples 
with their varying cultural influences 1 with an especially strong 
Aegean oul ture evident 1 and some Cypriote. 
The expansion of Biblical history has been made possible by 
some archaeological finds coming in this period. Additional Biblical 
parallels have been given to continue the evidence of the practical 
religious results of archaeological research. Ablndant evidences 
of religion and oultic praatrsea were uncovered during this period~ 
with the temples of Beth-shan of special interest 1 indicating the 
dominance of Egyptian influences. Other evidences of cult were 
found in remains suggest! ve of ophiolat ry. The excavations have 
revealed that Beth-shan was the center of a great Palestinian 
serpent-cult. Faa Shamra has also added nuch to our knowledge 
of the religious and cultic practises of the period"partiwlarly 
as it related to northern Canaan. These evidences were especially 
significant for the written tablets 1 in cuneiform script 1 of an 
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epic poem dealing with the world of the gods. Also in this period 
(the dating is uncertain, but probably late) has been included the 
·rock hewn high places of Petra. Additional study and evidences are 
needed to understand its greater significanoe. 
An outline of the use of language, with the usual methods of 
communi cation~ has been given, bas ad generally on the intezpretation 
of excavated evidences. 
The practical application of the mass of the archaeological 
evidences relating to Canaan, and the interpretation thereof in 
chronological development, has been pointed out in the far-reaching 
effect made by Canaan upon the life of Israel. This becomes eVident 
in changed religious observances, political adjustments, and modes 
of. social 11 fe. 
It is the writer's belief that our interest in the theme of 
this thesis should center in the Late Bronze Age, sinoe in this 
period oomes the invasion of the Israeli tee, and what might be 
termed the climax of the Canaanitio civilization, with its eventual 
effect on Israel, Christianity, and the world. 
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